
1 
 

FOTUS: A NOVEL 
BY KEVIN KUNUNDRUM 

Author 

Kevin Kunundrum (aka Kevin Postupack) 

Staunton, VA 

kevinkunundrum@gmail.com 
 

(540) 414-2710 

                                                    

Publisher 

Bruce L. Bortz 

Bancroft Press (one of the top ten independent book publishers in America since 1991) 

PO Box 65360 

Baltimore, MD 21209 

410-358-0658 

410-627-0608 (cell) 

bruceb@bancroftpress.com 

www.bancroftpress.com 

 

Title Info 

FOTUS: A Novel 

Kevin Kunundrum 

Hardcover: 978-1-61088-489-1  

Ebook: 978-1-61088-491-4 

Length: 360 pages 

Pub Date: November 12, 2019 

Fiction/Satire/Politics 

 

Distributor 

Baker & Taylor Publisher Services (the premier worldwide distributor of books, digital content, and 

entertainment products from approximately 25,000 suppliers to over 20,000 customers in 120 countries): 30 

Amberwood Parkway Ashland, OH 44805. 

 

Publisher Info 

• Been a top-ten indie since its start in 1992 

• Publishes 4-6 books a year 

• Distributed nationally by Baker & Taylor Publisher Services 

• Frontlist and backlist titles represented in Hollywood by APA (Agency for the Performing Arts) 

• Publishes almost all types of books, from memoirs to mysteries, young adult novels to history and 

biography 

• Bancroft books have received numerous starred reviews—four, in fact, for two 2018 summer books—

and have won numerous awards 

• The Missing Kennedy, a NYT ebook bestseller, was on the cover of People Magazine when published 

in 2015 

• Recent mystery (Her Kind of Case) received star reviews from all but one of trade review publications 

• Published the books of two Pulitzer Prize winners (Alice Steinbach, Stephen Hunter) 

 

 

mailto:kevinkunundrum@gmail.com
mailto:bruceb@bancroftpress.com
http://www.bancroftpress.com/


2 
 

A LITERARY, SOUTH PARK-LIKE SATIRE 

 

In the very near future, an American fetus named Alexander Jackson Rett becomes self-aware. 

He sees that the world out there is where everything bad happens, but inside, in the womb, it's 

safe. It's the safest place to be. So he decides to never come out. 

 

And because he's self-aware, and because he's smart and reasonably witty, his Mom and Ernie 

the next door neighbor make a video. They ask Little Alex questions and he answers from within 

the womb. And he gets most of them 

right (although he's not that good at 

math). And the next day, Ernie posts the 

video on YouTube and it goes viral. 

And before ya know it, Little Alex, the 

world's first and only "Amazing Talking 

Fetus," is interviewed on Dr. Phyllis: 

 

"What's it like in there?" she asks. "It's 

dark," he replies. 

 

"Who's your favorite President?"  

 

"Richard Nixon." 

 

"Get a load of this kid!" Dr. Phyllis says. 

"So what's the thing you'd most like to 

do, Alex?" 

 

"I want to run for President!" 

 

And the world is amazed. Including an 

ultra-secret group of billionaire king 

makers known as "The Florists." To 

keep their party in office, they need 

someone who's bullet-proof to run 

against Mallory Blitzen. And who better 

than Little Alex? He's already world-famous. He's scandal-proof. He's the ultimate single-issue 

candidate! And according to the latest poll, Americans will vote for a white male fetus over a 

woman for President seven out of ten times, and those odds are pretty good. 

 

So Alexander Jackson Rett becomes the President of the United States. But he discovers that life 

on the inside may not be all it's cracked up to be. 
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In the not so distant future, a brilliant, talking, thinking, logical fetus is elected President of the 

United States of America. Why? Because the voters prefer a Republican, unborn, white male 

over an intelligent, experienced Democratic female.  

 

Meet the POTUS (or should it be FOTUS?): Alexander Jackson Rett, an unstoppable entity. Still 

in utero (admittedly a souped-up and rather snazzy uterus), Little Alex controls the United States 

while still attached to his umbilical cord. With all that power resting in his tiny hands, Alex 

wields it somewhat unwisely. His chief-of-staff, Tim Chopper, helps put out Little Alex’s fires 

by doing everything from framing eight year olds as drug kingpins to the last-minute creation of 

a museum that highlights the benefits of slavery.  

 

Written by Kevin Kunundrum, FOTUS is the first novel in the American President Trilogy and, 

like it or not, it is hilarious. It is also fast-moving, witty, and weird.  As a reader, you might be 

thinking “What the f#@! is this???”  

 

But reading this novel is quite the experience. From sex scandals to art made out of placentas, 

this novel dares to go where very few novels have gone before. Think of FOTUS as the literary 

child of such movies as Baby Genuises and American Pie, but with a bit more politics, and some 

Borat, mixed in. Better make that a lot of Borat.  

 

Want to experience this book for yourself (because reading it is most definitely an experience)?  

Buy a gosh-darn copy! This South Park on paper will be published November 12, 2019, a date 

which is also celebrated as: 

• World Pneumonia Day 

• the 92nd anniversary of the day that Stalin gained control over the entire Soviet Union  

• the third year anniversary of Donald Trump’s election to the Presidency.  

 

What better time to read this book than then?  

### 
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TARGET AUDIENCES AND WHY 

• Those suffering through the Trump Administration’s first three years and crying out for 

comic relief. 

 

• Fans of South Park & Other Satirical Cartoons/shows (i.e., SNL) 

o Crass, raunchy humor 

o Over-the-top satire of political figures, celebrities, media outlets, and more  

o Main character is a talking, walking, profanity spewing fetus – it doesn’t get 

much crazier than that 

▪ Supporting characters are also satirized versions of contemporary White 

House staff, US senators/governors, and talk show hosts 

o Sex, drugs, artists who paint using placenta, an evil “Hangarian dictator,” and 

ridiculously named secret organizations 

o Genuinely feels like an extended episode of South Park 

• College Students 

o They can most relate to Brayden, the young White House intern 

▪ Post-graduate intern trying to make his way through the “adult world” 

▪ Juggling a boss who can’t remember his name, a girlfriend who doesn’t 

want to move forward in their relationship, and finding his own identity 

▪ Gets drinks on the weekend with his best friend Reggie 

▪ Most relatable character to readers ages 20-30 

o Humor would easily reach college kids and college grads ages 18-30 

▪ Premise is hilarious and well-executed  

▪ The kind of satire that allows this new generation of voters to make sense 

of our current political climate filled with “dirty old-school politicians” 

and “celebrity politicians” who already make a total mockery of the 

government 

• Different Political Audiences 

o Nonpartisan – book is accessible to all sides 

▪ The author doesn’t necessarily take sides in this story 

▪ Republicans/conservatives, Democrats/liberals, and everyone in between 

are poked fun at by the author  

o For conservatives – many of the novel’s main characters are right-wing leaning 

and actively mock and criticize liberals 

▪ Primary point of view is from right-leaning people 

▪ Alex, Wiley, Porter Portly, and more 

▪ The book satirizes Democrats and liberals, at times portraying them as the 

stereotypes conservatives have come to expect 

o For liberals – many characters, though parodied, do raise concerns about the new 

presidential administration (that of President Alex Rett) that many left-leaning 

people (or any rational human being) would agree with 
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▪ Mallory Blitzen, Ezra Barnes, Dirk Fist (not explicitly said, but he often 

criticizes Alex, much to the President’s chagrin)  

▪ Many of the magazine and news outlet supporters, some real (like CNN) 

and others satirical (like Left Field Magazine), actively try to engage in 

purposeful, mostly civil discourse with Alex’s press secretary, Wiley 

DeSembler, but are mocked, berated, or otherwise ignored by Wiley, Alex 

(the President), and many of Alex’s conservative supporters 

▪ Liberal readers can relate to the disrespectful manner in which these 

characters are treated by the White House staff and the Rett 

Administration’s supporters 

o Libertarians – FOTUS follows the life of a fetus who becomes president, thus 

parodying Donald Trump (even down to his twitter handle “@therealalexrett”)  

▪ The book portrays a futuristic America where a fetus is able to govern the 

nation essentially through tweets alone 

▪ Even when he’s passed out drunk for a weekend, a national crisis can 

basically work itself out, showing that we don’t necessarily need a hands- 

on president to keep America running smoothly 

▪ Several main & supporting characters who only care about their own 

private enterprises  

• Vincent Van “Go-Go” – artist who doesn’t give a hoot about 

government 

• Fredrick Douglass-Jones – on the surface an advocate for more 

Black rights and anti-police shooting/ anti-racist politics, but really 

just putting on an act to please the masses while secretly gunning 

for money, power, and fame 

▪ After a certain point in the book, Alex begins to mature as a character (and 

only slightly into an actual baby), becoming the kind of president that the 

country needs and can genuinely look up to 

• Even so, Alex remains the kind of leader who can inspire the 

masses through rousing speeches, and then have his staff handle 

any major issues rather than directly solving national problems 

himself 
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SUBMISSION FOR REVIEW 
 

Title Submitted: FOTUS: a novel 

Author: Kevin Kunundrum 

Subjects: Fiction/Satire/Politics 

Publication date: November 12, 2019 

Hardcover Price: $27.95 

 
Top Eight Reasons to Review or Feature FOTUS, One of a Kind that’s Perfect for Our Time! 

 

1. Once you get past and accept the outlandish premise, FOTUS, the first book in the 

planned Presidential Trilogy, proves to be an absolutely hilarious novel, as satirical as it 

is political, about a talking fetus who becomes President of the United States. President 

Alexander Jackson Rett (usually just called Alex) must manage to keep his cool and stay 

in office, which he intends to do for as long as he can, with the highest possible poll 

standing. And to achieve that, he will do anything, including: sabotage his enemies, tweet 

aggressively, and drink as much alcohol as his personal bartender will supply him.  

2. FOTUS is a book like no other, though, because of its consistent irreverence, many call it 

“a literary South Park.” Mocking the current situation of the United States and its 

government, FOTUS leaves no rock unturned, no party un-assaulted. The book is not 

aimed at those with any one particular political belief, which makes it absolutely perfect 

for anyone, especially those who: a) suffer from political fatigue caused by the Trump 

Adminsitartion, or b) can read. 

3. The book comes out November 2019, coinciding with the three-year anniversary of 

President Trump’s unlikely ascent to the presidency. This book will make the long 2020 

campaign, as well as the contested extension of our current President’s term, much more 

bearable.  

4. Throughout the book, Little Alex experiences some very strange things and meets some 

very fascinating people. He meets an artist who makes art with placenta, he meets the 

famed sprinter Usain Bolt, and he may or may not have a sex scandal and a potential 

foreign imbroglio on his hands.  

5. The book offers up some very strange relationships, which do make sense since the main 

character is a fetus who still lives in utero (even though it is a souped-up uterus). He 

depends on both his mother (who he is still connected to via an umbilical cord), and his 

right-hand man and chief-of-staff, Tim Chopper. His secretary wants to take care of him, 

and his bartender is very good at listening and mixing much-needed alcoholic libations.  

6. Alex tussles with the media, political, and government figures, with many strangely-

named characters possibly standing in for real media celebrities. (For example, might Ric 

Maul actually be Bill Mahr? Could Mallory Blitzen actually be Hillary Clinton? Read the 

novel to find out!) 

7. During the book’s marketing campaign, the author will be tweeting as if he truly is 

FOTUS, interjecting his wacky ideas into the political maelstrom. He’ll also be following 

key political, media, and governmental figures to build his Twitter following into the 

hundreds of thousands if not millions.  

8. Bancroft Press is one of the top ten indie book publishers in the U.S., and has been 

since its founding in 1992.   



7 
 

ADVANCE PRAISE FOR KEVIN KUNUNDRUM’S FOTUS 

 

“The current political climate suggests that anything is possible and anyone could inhabit the 

White House. Kevin Kunundrum wants to stretch you beyond even that frame of reference. The 

result is a president who has not yet traveled through the birth canal. Sound preposterous? Sure, 

but not as outlandish as it should be. These days, most knowledge is derivative and anecdotal, 

the perfect breeding ground for a fetus 

schooled on a steady stream of 

documentaries perceived while still in 

the womb. You will laugh out loud, but 

there will also be times when FOTUS 

will feel a little creepy and all too real. 

The cast of characters have been culled 

from the present-day political arena. The 

situations are so current you could be 

reading about them today on popular 

newsfeeds, and there’s not much 

Kunundrum shies away from.  All of 

this results in a highly entertaining novel 

that will also, at times, make you 

wonder how we got to where we are 

today and where we’re headed.”  

—FRED BURTON, AUTHOR OF THE 

NOVEL THE OLD SONGS AND THE SOON 

TO BE PUBLISHED BOUNTIFUL CALLING 

 

“If you can work past the shock of a 

novel written from the point of view of a 

fetus—and a president fetus for that 

matter—then you’ll happily discover 

that FOTUS offers a quirky perspective 

and commentary on modern-day 

politics. Under the satirical layer of a 

literal baby for president, the ineptness 

of our government structure and its corrupt nature is criticized and parodied. This novel uses 

material from ‘both sides of the aisle’ to turn it into a fast-paced, humorous piece in a new and 

truly original way.” 

—EMILY BATDORF, JUNIATA COLLEGE 

 

“President Alexander Rett has set out to be the most controversial POTUS of all time. He’s 

infamous for his inarticulate twitter feuds with Senator Mallory Blitzen and talk show host Dirk 

Fist, not to mention his penchant for sipping morning martinis while dancing to Britney Spears in 

the Oval Office. No question about it, Alex is unlike any president in U.S. history. He’s less than 

a foot tall and still lives with his mother, but that’s par for the course when you’re a self-aware 
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fetus who refuses to leave the womb. What’s more, Alex, the eponymous Fetus of the United 

States (FOTUS), is as explosive and insensitive as a certain someone who is only identified as 

his predecessor (though it’s clear who Alex is meant to represent). Not even two months into his 

presidency, Alex finds himself a subject of intense public scrutiny and dismal approval ratings, 

with impeachment looming on the horizon. But when he wakes up from a weekend-long drunken 

stupor, the country is, all of a sudden, unified and looking to him for guidance. For once in his 

short life, Alex sees a chance to truly change himself for the better, but it’s a change that some 

shady figures aren’t too happy with and plan to stop by any means necessary. Kunundrum’s 

political satire doesn’t pull any punches, parodying everyone from gun rights advocates to BLM 

activists, European dictators to moustache-twirling billionaires. There’s even a placenta painting 

or two. This first installment in the FOTUS trilogy is a raunchy, no-holds-barred, hilarious 

adventure that pokes fun at the ridiculousness of our current political climate; however, it is also 

tempered by moments of genuine intimacy and reflection between Alex and his staff that show 

how the fetus of the free world might be ready to grow up after all.” 

―TYLER JONAS, LOYOLA UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND 

  

“This novel doesn't pull any punches with its ridiculous premise. Right out of the gate, you are 

introduced to the fetus president, which prompts the reader to suspend any and all disbelief as 

they follow him throughout his presidency. The novel is current in that its first part draws strong 

parallels to the election and presidency of Donald Trump, with the very fact that the protagonist 

is a fetus, offering the not-so-satirical suggestion that America male voters would take anything, 

even a fetus, over a woman for president. Alex Rett's character at the start of the novel is, as one 

would probably guess, very immature, with an air of narcissism, eccentricity, and little to no 

filter, which is reminiscent of the current president. Alex's tweets are effective at showing his 

eccentricity and ineptitude as president, and the changes he wants to implement are hilarious in 

their absurdity, such as an Automatic Weapons in Schools Bill and an initiative for a "Death 

Ray." This, as well as his addressing the reader as he talks about himself, give us a front row seat 

to how terrible a person he is. However, as the consequences of his actions pile up, Alex begins 

to learn what it means to be a president. We see his initial character start to crumble, going from 

only talking about himself, to reaching out and trying to understand those around him. The fact 

that he leaves (albeit forcefully) his protective "womb room," which kept him safe and cut off 

from the outside world, conveys his continuing maturity. As he states, it is hubris to think you 

can barricade yourself from the world… The humor in the novel is mainly through exaggeration, 

taking a situation and blowing it extremely out of proportion to create an outlandish situation, 

such as the president having his people frame an eight-year-old boy for participating in the drug 

trade. Yet, it's the novel’s serious moments that often create the best humor because the author 

lets the emotion play out just enough to have it affect the reader before creating even more 

absurd situations.” 

―CALEB MARTINEZ, TOWSON UNIVERSITY  

 

“In what is an arguably post-satire world – in that the real news is so absurd, and satire becomes 

nearly impossible – the author has managed to crank the dial past Max into a new realm, an 

achievement of incalculable value.” 

―JOSHUA WAYMAN, TOWSON UNIVERSITY 
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“FOTUS gripped me from the start, mainly because the central character, the fetus president 

Alex Rett, is so interesting. Even though Rhett is initially presented as an arrogant and immature 

character, I can’t help but feel for him when he faces crisis. And my sympathy is elevated when 

Rett begins to subtly change for the better during the course of his presidency. This character 

growth does not come across as too sudden or too delayed; rather, he has to constantly adapt to 

the pressures of the presidency, and this creates a believable and gradual change. The struggles 

that he faces due to the often unstable state of United States society creates a plot that kept me 

invested and wanting to read more to see when the next crisis would arise, how Rett would 

handle it, and how long the relatively peaceful times would last. During such times of trouble, I 

was consistently impressed with the author’s writing, which seamlessly transitions from a 

humorous tone to a more dire and serious one… and back again. In those serious moments, I 

found myself mentally biting my nails and hoping for things to get better. The humor is 

ridiculous and at times childish, but that is perfect for a book about such a technically-but-not-

quite-childish president. The humor had me laughing out loud at multiple points, a feat not often 

achieved with me. What is also impressive is that while reading it, I could not get a clear sense of 

any political agenda being laid out. Everyone seemed to be subjected to the satire of FOTUS, 

from conservatives to liberals, from whites to blacks, and multiple other groups. It is easy for a 

writer to fall into the trap of pushing a political agenda, and the fact that FOTUS does not is 

something to be admired.”  

―SETH MARTINEZ, TOWSON UNIVERSITY 

 

“Konundrum’s sixth novel and the first of three political satire books, FOTUS is about President 

Alexander Jackson Rett, the first ever President of the United States who is a…fetus. A self-

aware fetus, not yet born (who heavily persuaded his mother to let him stay in there, though they 

did modify the womb to look more Presidential), Alex (whose favorite President is Nixon) 

manages being President quite well, aided by chief-of-staff Tim Chopper, and when things don’t 

go so well… he writes angry tweets. As Alex learns more and more, and meets new people, his 

eyes begin to open to all the benefits of being a President that are scandal proof. The only 

negative thing in his life is the fact that he is secretly sponsored by a top-secret group called The 

Florists. Alex has never knowingly met any of its members, though they seem to control some 

aspects of his life. But he copes quite well with the help of his bartender, Manny; his secretary, 

Gladdy; and his new painter friend, Vincent Van Go-Go.  This book is great fun, consistently 

funny, and absolutely perfect for anyone, whatever their political preference, age, or generation, 

who needs comic relief for their politics-induced stress and/or depression.” 

—MADELINE WOLFE, PARK SCHOOL 
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Q&A WITH AUTHOR KEVIN KUNUNDRUM 
 

 

1. Who would you say influenced your style as a writer? 

 

In high school, in addition to all the hot babes that were in AP English, I loved Rabelais and 

Tristram Shandy, and I thought, “Wow! There’s no limit to what a writer can write about!” 

Years later, I discovered the Czech writer Milan Kundera, who followed in this tradition, and 

showed that the novel is fertile ground for most anything, including a playful and very modern 

take on philosophy and sex. And then I found my mentor, the Italian writer Italo Calvino, who 

was the Larry Bird of writers. What Bird did with a basketball, Calvino did with words, and 

they both made it look so easy. When Calvino wrote an excellent short story on a water faucet, 

I said to myself, “He da Man!” And as I became a writer myself, I wanted to channel all these 

visionaries who bowed to the God of Imagination. And then Old Ernest, my drinking buddy 

from another time, taught me to put things in and then take things out, and somehow, if they 

were worth a damn, the things taken out would still remain. And that was some Shangri-La 

Writing Zen Shit, and I dug that! And of course, Ol’ Bill Shakespeare, with his notion of 

negative capability: There are no blacks and whites, only shades of gray. And to understand 

this is to approach understanding humanity and its multitudinous contradictions. 

  

2. What do you want the reader to get from the novel that they might not pick up on? 

 

Satire is especially fun because, on the surface, it seems to be about one thing, when it’s really 

about these other things beneath the surface. FOTUS is actually about what it means to be a 

human being. Our hero is introduced to us as a fetus on fast-forward. And while Little Alex 

Rett (the President) is busy doing President stuff, he’s also growing and transforming before 

our (the readers’) eyes. Everything he does, we see through him, literally, for the first time. 

Things that take everyone else a lifetime, for him, happen overnight. And through Alex, we see 

ourselves, our own biographies. Didn’t we all undertake that same struggle to become who we 

are? That first date? That first bold step into the world? And this will be fully realized for Alex 

over the course of the trilogy. 

 

3. Why did you choose to write under a pseudonym? 

 

I prefer nom de guerre:  an assumed name under which a person fights, paints, writes. I’ve 

been doing battle for a long time. It seemed fitting. 

 

4. When do you deem a book a success in your eyes? 

 

When you get what you set out to do. There’s a telling story about the great slugger, Albert 

Belle, of the Cleveland Indians. One time, he hit a game-winning home run. But after the 

game, instead of celebrating, he took batting practice. When asked why, he replied, “The 

homer didn’t feel right.” 
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5. Was it hard balancing political commentary and humor within your novel? 

 

They are inextricably entwined. And on a serious note, how can you get through life without 

laughing? My only worry was that real life had gone beyond satire and parody. I hope I’ve 

proved my case, that it hasn’t. 

 

6. What was the hardest scene to write for you? 

 

The most difficult scene was the shift in Alex when he realizes his own humanity for the first 

time. It had to be subtle and seamless. This occurs during the attempted coup, when Alex is 

holed up in the Oval Office with his faithful bartender, Manolo Vargas. And as he gets 

drunker, the barriers within fall away and he starts to become what they used to say was a 

mensch—a real human being. From this point on, he’s a different person. And while two 

divergent lines may be close at their source, as the lines go off in different directions, they 

become farther and farther apart. By the end of the book, Alex is fundamentally changed and is 

a better person—and probably no longer suited for his job. 

 

7. Did publishing your first book affect your writing process? 

 

Monetary success is what affects the writing process. Since I haven’t had that, I have no reason 

to pander to anyone. I’ve had the freedom of audacity—to write what I damn well please! And 

I’ve found this method indispensable to finding one’s unique, original voice, especially if there 

are no more fucks to be given. L’audace, l’audace, toujours l’audace! 

 

8. If you were able to speak with Alex Rett, what would you say to him? 

 

Technically, as the author, I can speak to him! I can say, “Hey Alex, how come you didn’t say 

those lines I wanted you to say?” And he might respond, “Who’s the President here, me or 

you?” And I’d say, “You are.” And he’d say, “So…” And I’d say, “I’m fucking off now.” 

 

9. What kind of research do you do, and how long do you spend researching, before beginning 

a book? 

 

When I wrote George Washington Werewolf, I read several histories of the Revolutionary War, 

five or six biographies of George Washington, and books on Jefferson, Adams, Hamilton, 

Franklin, and other related topics. It took forever. And then all the notes! As a novelist, I prefer 

to pick a subject where for the most part I can just make shit up. With FOTUS, the main thing I 

had to do was read the news and social media each day. More than once, I would discover 

something outrageous that had just happened in the world, and I would inject it into the 

narrative without missing a beat. I’m looking forward to finishing the political trilogy, because 

then I will get off social media forever! 
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10. Is there a character within FOTUS that you identify with most? 

 

There is something of me in all my characters, throughout all my books. In FOTUS, Ace 

Buckland is especially close, since he is an artist, like me. But I made his artistic life very 

different from my own, even though certain fundamental themes are part of us both. I love 

Alex Rett, my hero, because he, like his 

author, is so flawed, yet full of a kind of 

innocent hope for things to work out, 

regardless of overwhelming evidence to the 

contrary. Also, his tendency to go off on 

four or five tangents at once is a quality I 

share. We both have Cubist minds, and are 

optimistic pessimists. Oh, and we also curse 

a lot. 

 

11. Why did you decide to use multiple 

writing formats within the novel? 

 

I have written a lot of books, some of them 

quite experimental. Stream of 

consciousness, colloquialisms, different 

styles of dialogue, plays, poetry, reportage, 

anagrams, secret codes, footnotes, 

illustrations, photographs, advertisements, 

the layout itself, all within the purview of 

the novel. I try to pick styles that work for 

the book at hand. Since FOTUS is 

mainstream fiction, nothing too avant-garde. 

But since it is high satire, well, some corners can be cut. 

 

12. What book, if any, made you think differently about fiction writing or writing as a whole? 

 

Calvino’s If On a Winter’s Night a Traveller. The book is a tour de force. Each chapter is 

written in a different style as if by a different author. Yet it flows. It is a mystery. It is a love 

story. It is a love affair with the written word. And it all works. And as the kicker, the first lines 

of each chapter are assembled, one after the next, to become the final chapter—the answer to 

the mystery, and the culmination of the love story. THAT is some serious shit, what Calvino 

brings! 

 

13. Your novel is very dialogue-focused. Was that a conscious choice? 

 

Everything in a novel is a conscious choice. That’s what writers do. They make choices. For 

me, dialogue is indispensable. Poetic verse and expository prose are great, but novels are about 

people, and people talk. And often, what they say is counter to who they are, and what they 

don’t say reveals what they really mean. 
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When I’m at a coffee shop, it’s the conversations that intrigue me. Unless they’re dull. Then I 

go and get another double espresso. 

 

14. What makes a satirical piece successful? 

 

In all great satire—Voltaire, Rabelais, Swift, Heller’s Catch-22—there is a triumph of 

synthesis. Take a political satire: There are Democrats and Republicans, Left and Right. To 

ally yourself with one side and excoriate the other is not good satire. That is thesis vs. 

antithesis. It’s still left/right good/bad us/them. Great satire shows us the flaws and goodness 

of both sides and then takes us upwards, to the synthesis, this mystical (mythical) place where 

things are different, and perhaps even better. And while not always arriving at its destination, 

great satire points us in the right direction. 

15. Since you run a cocktail blog, what is your “go-to” drink? 

 

If I have a well-stocked bar at my disposal, then I would be hard-pressed to choose just one 

thing. If, however, I have a limited supply, then you can’t beat a well-made dry martini 

(Hendrick’s and Dolin) or a Perfect Manhattan (bourbon, sweet and dry Vermouth, bitters, 

cherry). 

 

16. You want FOTUS to be the inaugural novel of a trilogy. Can you give us any hints on what 

the next novels will involve? 

 

The second part of the political Trilogy, Buy This Book or You’re a Dick (working title), 

continues the growth of President Alexander Jackson Rett, both spiritually and physically, as 

he aspires to be a full-sized human being. In the process, he dates Siri (you know, “Siri, what’s 

the capital of Norway?” Yes, she is a real person.). He also deals with fat terrorists, growing 

unrest between North and South Urea, and Egad Mollusk, the world’s first zillionaire, whose 

doomsday device may be Alex Rett’s savior or his destruction. 

 

The third book, I Punch Angels, is under construction. 

 

17. How would you respond to criticism about how you portray women in your novel? 

 

A novel is a true dictatorship. The only thing I bow to is the novel’s verisimilitude. If the 

narrative calls for this or that character, then that’s what I’ll put in. If someone outside of the 

world of the novel doesn’t like it, then they can write their own damn novel! 

 

18. As a white man, did you ever consider that your characterization of Black people, as well 

as your use of the N-word, might be seen as offensive? 

 

There are quite a few Black people in FOTUS, from many walks of life, each with their own 

way of being and expressing themselves. What my characters say is their business. Many 

times, I’ve tried to get them to say certain things and insert my own personal opinions. But 

more often than not, as their conversations develop before my eyes, they say things that are 

completely different from, and usually better than, what I originally intended. What they say is 

true to themselves. They speak to each other un-self-consciously, and are unconcerned with 
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how their words might sound to someone outside their world; someone with their own agenda 

or axe to grind. And if one blames the author for such things, then they don’t understand the 

role of the artist in society, which in itself is another subject entirely. 

 

19. What sets your work apart from other political satires? 

 

The thing that sets my book apart from other political satires, and in fact, from every single 

book that has ever been written, is that my hero is a self-aware fetus who becomes President of 

the United States. Case closed. 

 

 

20. Although social media can be toxic, do you believe that its positives outweigh its 

drawbacks? 

 

I love seeing pics of everyone’s lunch. That could never be possible before social media. On 

the downside, I believe it has given birth to the Solipsist in everyone, not to mention, the 

Narcissist, as every moment of our lives, no matter how prosaic or mundane, must be 

documented for posterity, with a nice self-portrait for good measure. I think Rembrandt himself 

would have embraced the Selfie. 

 

21. Herman Melville described those moments when readers experience brilliant clarity and 

connection to a text as "the shock of recognition.” Are there any particular lines in a work of 

literature that gave you such a jolt? 

 

Yes, so many as to be innumerable. One of the most moving is the last page of Gatsby, that 

“fresh, green breast of a new world,” for its sense of wonder and unsullied promise. But a single 

passage in Peter Shaffer’s Equus, for me, says it all and continues to inspire: 

 

“Look, life is only comprehensible through a thousand local gods... spirits of certain trees, of 

certain curves of brick walls, of certain fish and chip shops if you like. And slate roofs, and 

frowns in people, and slouches... I'd say to them, ‘Worship all you can see, and more will 

appear…’” 

 

22. Why did you decide to be a writer? 

 

I went to university for Engineering, but I realized this was a mistake when I found myself 

writing essays instead of numbers as the answers to Physics and Chemistry exam questions. The 

next semester, I switched to English. And I’m one of the few people I know who still uses his 

college major. 

 

23. What are the politics of FOTUS? 

 

Good question! Recently, I took one of those Facebook quizzes—How Liberal are you? (And 

we know how accurate those FB quizzes are!) Surprisingly, I came out as 84% Liberal. But 

regardless, I didn’t want to let that get in the way of good story-telling! Alex Rett, my Fetus 

President (the FOTUS) is the hand-picked successor to… well, Trump is never mentioned by 
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name, but implied in so many ways. Like the line about the “golden shower.” And at first, Alex 

is a would-be dictator-in-miniature, following in his predecessor’s fascistic footsteps (and tiny 

hands).  

 

But self-awareness is a bitch! So through circumstances, and his own innate sense of fair-play 

and rising compassion, comes a new-and-improved Alex Rett who actually wants to do some 

good. But then comes the assassination attempts, because doing good in politics is never a 

good idea if you value your ass! And then it becomes a game of cat-and-mouse, with Alex 

(obviously) the mouse, as he tries to assert his Presidency without being unceremoniously 

bumped off. 

 

So his politics are born of his own burgeoning humanity, which seems to be headed in the 

Libertarian direction by the end of the novel. (These sensibilities are further developed in Book 

Two.) So the book itself, FOTUS, is a curious slumgullion stew of Republicans and 

Democrats, with a heaping dollop of Libertarianism on the side. Consequently, it may be the 

perfect political satire, because one is not quite sure where the author or his characters lean. 

They are all conflicted as to where the Left and the Right are headed. Which would make 

Michael Jordan rest at ease, because yes, Conservatives buy novels just like Liberals do!  

 

I don’t personally know any Libertarians, so I don’t know whether or not they buy novels. 

Anyway, the book can appeal to all sides, and also foment discussion and controversy from all 

sides (controversy is good, and sells books to the above-mentioned Liberals, Conservatives, 

and Libertarians), depending upon what axes are brought to grind as they all read along. 
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FOTUS BOOK CLUB DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 

1. This novel is political satire, mocking today’s current events. The characters are also loosely 

based on real people. Can you figure out which book characters are based on real-life characters 

and, if so, who? And a followup question: If the author were to meet you and put you in the book, 

what do you think he would rename you?  

 

2. In the novel, a fetus has been elected President of the United States. On multiple occasions, 

President Alexander Jackson Rett mentions that his role model is Richard Nixon. What are his 

reasons for picking him as that role model? 

 

3. Quite often, Little Alex stops everything he is doing to send out aggressive Tweets often aimed at 

anyone who opposes him. Has there ever been a time where you have sent out a mean tweet or 

message? How does it make you feel? 

 

4. Do you find that you like Little Alex? Why or why not? And do you like him more, or less, as the 

book goes on? 

 

5. Since Alex is a fetus, no rules seem to apply to him: he drinks, he is the President of the United 

States, and he sets people up.  Are there any rules that he does follow? Are there any that he 

should? 

 

6. Whenever President Alex is in trouble, he calls on his friend, chief of staff Tim Chopper, to make 

everything come out in the President’s favor (ex. 8 year old Billy Dinkles and being framed for 

being the “kingpin behind a million dollar drug-dealing operation”). Aside from that being 

incredibly illegal, is there anything good that might come out of that relationship? Do you have 

anyone who might try to save you as Tim does for Alex?  

 

7. Alex becomes very good friends with artist Vincent Van Go-Go (also known as Ace Buckland 

and Pete Scrotum) and he confides his darkest, deepest secrets with him. Have you ever done 

that? With whom? 

 

8. Towards the end of the book, when Alex was finally removed from his mother, Usain Bolt visited 

and Alex got taped to his chest so he can experience Bolt’s Olympic-winning speed. Is there 

anyone (celebrity, athlete, etc.) who you might want to share an experience with?  

 

9. Alex is President and he says that it is because of the ultra-secret group the Florists. If you were 

to be a part of a secret group, what would it be called? What would you do?  

 

10.  When in times of despair or being overwhelmed, Little Alex often turns to Manny, his handy 

bartender. Do you have anyone you turn to when you feel like that? Who? And does alcohol do 

the trick for you, too? 
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11.  Brayden Carter is an intern for the President. During the book, he falls in love with two women. 

The first, Carly, is very French; the second is only slightly French, René. Both women work for 

the enemy terrorist group who publically dub themselves PONG. Why was Carter so vulnetable 

to female guile?  

 

12.  Gladdy, the president’s secretary, is always there for Alex, despite how obnoxious he could be. 

Why do you suppose she became so enamored of him?  

 

13. Alex and his mother sing  "Those Were the Days," the theme song from the TV show “All in the 

Family.”  If you were to pick a song that represents you, what would that song be?  

 

14. If you were to have voted in the election that Alex won, would you have voted for fetus Alex 

Rett? Why or why not?  

 

15. Throughout the book, Alex’s mother is supportive of Alex, yet suffers because he is President. 

Has there ever been a time when you suffered so directly because of someone else? What did you 

do?  

 

16. Alex is a somewhat down-to-earth President who takes his duties seriously, and even when there 

is backlash against him, he does not let it get to him and keep him down. Is this the kind of 

disposition you want in a president and, if so, why?  

 

17. In a world where the President can be a talking fetus, what other possibilities do you think could 

also be possible?  

 

18. Alex absolutely despises Mallory Blitzen, the woman who ran against him for president and lost, 

and yet he continues to make fun of her even though he beat her. Why is this a good strategy for 

him? Why does it work?  

 

19.  Alex’s favorite actor is Willem Dafoe, and he names an entire Bill after him as well as bring him 

into the government as a cabinet secretary. Have you ever named anything/anyone after your 

favorite actor? Who was it? Come on! What was it?  

 

20. While still in his mother’s stomach, before becoming President and before the glass wall is put in, 

Alex learns things by listening to the documentaries his mother watches. Those documentaries 
inform Alex on a great deal of subjects. Do you think this is truly possible? And have 

documentaries taught you anything? What?  
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FOTUS CHARACTER NAMES EXPLAINED 
 

Alex Rett-- Alex recalls Alexander the Great who was a youth when he conquered much of the 

world. And Rett comes from Retler (Alex's Mom's maiden name according to DirkFist). This 

sets up a dichotomy between Alexander the Great and Hitler, as it is unclear which direction 

Alex might veer in). And this mirrors the battles that rage within the souls of great leaders. Hitler 

wanted to be an artist. Stalin first set out to be a priest! 

 

Alex's Parents-- Josef and Mary, with Alex as the second coming perhaps? Or maybe the 

Antichrist! Again, the good/evil dichotomy. And Josef Schnitzelgrüber is a reference to Maria 

Anna Schicklgruber who was Hitler's mom. 

 

Tim Chopper-- In the original British series "House of Cards" which came out in the1990s, the 

Macbeth character's protector was Tim Stamper.  In the current "House of Cards," they changed 

his name to Doug Stamper, so my Tim Chopper pays homage to them both. 

 

Brayden Carter--One of my best friends, Terri Sears, has two really cool kids, Brayden and 

Caleb. Brayden is tall, skinny, and really smart, so he inspired Brayden Carter. And I mention 

Caleb in passing in one of the news stories. 

 

Wiley DeSembler-- What better name for a consummate spin doctor? 

 

Dr. Phyllis--Obviously, Dr. Phil's female counterpart. 

 

Jules Tippler--CNN's Jake Tapper. 

 

Carly Menteur--menteur is French for liar. 

 

Press Conference Journalists--they're either the names of famous baseball relief pitchers, or 

else alliterated names (since I'm a big alliteration fan). 

 

Ric Maul--Bill Maher 

 

Port Portly--NJ Governor Chris Christie 

 

Dom Milanese--an homage to The Godfather, one of my favorite movies. Several quotes are 

interspersed throughout. And Operation Khartoum was a homage to the famous horse-head scene 

(the horse's name in The Godfather was Khartoum). 

 

CIA Director Walter Borders--a play on water-boarding (Alex calls him Water Boarders at 

first). 

 

Mallory Blitzen--Obviously, Hillary Clinton. With her daughter Chelsea called "Chastity" in 

FOTUS. 

 

Raz Putin--self-explanatory 
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Er Mahgerd--a play on people pronouncing Oh my God as "er magerd!" And his Vice-Prez is 

Orm Mahgoodnis, for Oh My Goodness! 

 

Hangry--what people say when they're hungry and angry 

 

Borneo Leaders--their names are cities in Borneo 

 

Nicos Käpp-Kuvét--the crazy artist/placenta terrorist. This is an anagram of my name! Kevin 

Postupack... 

 

Ace Buckland--I have a friend named Josh Buckland who is a broke-ass artist loser, like my 

character originally was. 

 

Dirk Fist--Alex Jones 

 

Amber Gris--the model who's "stoned" on FOX NEWS... ambergris--a wax-like substance that 

originates as a secretion in the intestines of the sperm whale, found floating in tropical seas and 

used in perfume manufacture. 

 

Deco--The name of the cocktail bar that I want to have someday! 

 

The Young Turkish Anarchists--inspired by that Fat Guy with the weird name and that Hot 

Babe with the weird name of The Young Turks. 

 

Annika Andrist—sets up the joke, “Miss Andrist.” And then she says, “Ms.” A misandrist is the 

female counterpart of a misogynist. 

 

Dr. Georg Große-Gesäß—In the German language, the ß character is used in place of two esses 

(ss). Which would make the doctor’s name Georg Grosse-Gesass… (gross=big, so Dr. Big-Ass) 
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QUESTIONS FOR BOOK CLUBS 

1. What songs does this book make you think of? Create a book group playlist together! 

2. What other books by this author have you read? How did they compare to this book? 

3. How well do you think the author built the world in the book? 

4. What was your initial reaction to the book? Did it hook you immediately, or take some 

time to get into? 

5. Brayden Carter is known as “the sad-sack” because Alex couldn’t remember his name. 

Have you ever been in a work environment where you felt you weren’t valued? How did 

you deal with that? 

6. Alex Rett’s right-hand man Tim Chopper is still missing? Where do you think he is? And 

how do you think it will affect the story?  

7. After his and his mother’s “sickness” was revealed to the public, Rett’s approval rating 

skyrocketed. Do you believe real American’s are as easily swayed?  

8. How did the characters change throughout the story? How did your opinion of them 

change? 

9. How did the structure of the book affect the story? 

10.  Did you enjoy the use of different literary formats or did you find it distracting? 

11. If the book were being adapted into a movie, who would you want to see play what parts? 

12. What were some of the best pop culture references within the novel? 

13. What are your thoughts on how the characters, specifically women and minorities, were 

portrayed? Did you agree with those characterizations? 

14. Kevin Kunudrum states in this novel that the rise of social media has brought on a 

“vicarious culture”? What are some of the ups and downsides in social media’s powerful 

influence on society? 

15. The story ends with Alex getting ready to give a presidential address later that night. If 

you were the writer, how would you draft that scene? 

16. What would you say the main themes of this work are? 

17. Is the ending satisfying? If so, why? If not, why not...and how would you change it? 

18. If you could ask Kevin Kunundrum a question, what would it be? 

19. What are you having the most trouble imagining and can’t wrap your head around? 

20. If you were to sum up what you read of this book in one Alex Rett-style tweet, what 

would it say? 
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