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“John Winn Miller’s latest wartime thriller RESCUE RUN has everything I love in a story:  nonstop adventure and intrigue, characters to root for, ratcheting tension, all wrapped in a tangled story of political gamemanship, spycraft, and military action. Truly a wonderful discovery! You should discover it, too!”
—JAMES ROLLINS, #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER OF TIDES OF FIRE

“Miller’s WW2 novel Rescue Run satisfies on many levels. His keen journalist’s eye catches sharp details of place and time that add layers of verisimilitude to this piece of nail-biting historical fiction. Fans of Alan Furst novels will feel right at home.”
—MIKE MADEN, BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF TOM CLANCY AND CLIVE CUSSLER NOVELS

“With Rescue Run, author John Winn Miller has written an action-packed WWII historical fiction novel that starts out with a bang and is hard to put down. With a screenwriter's gift for concise and dramatic storytelling, a naval historian's eye for detail, and a strong protagonist in Captain Jake Rogers, Miller knows how to keep the pages turning. He has created a vivid and fast-paced work that is true to this exciting time period in Occupied Europe and the war that we Americans should never forget.”
—SAMUEL MARQUIS, BESTSELLING & AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR OF CAPTAIN KIDD: A TALE OF TREASURE AND BETRAYAL & SOLDIERS OF FREEDOM

“John Miller’s Rescue Run is a ripping good action-adventure set against the backdrop of World War II with twists and turns that will keep you reading late into the night! Miller knows how to keep the suspense dialed up to ten. If you are a fan of spy thrillers by Alan Furst or the globe-trotting espionage adventures of Clive Cussler, you’re going to love Captain Jake Rogers and his crew. Miller has a great eye for detail and his characters practically leap off the page. I’m already looking forward to the next book in the series!”
—WILLIAM MILLER, AWARD-WINNING MASTER OF ACTION AND SUSPENSE AND CELEBRATED AUTHOR OF THE JAKE NOBLE SERIES OF MILITARY THRILLERS 

“Rescue Run by John Winn Miller is a rousing, breathless thriller of a desperate chase across Nazi-occupied Europe. With heart, tension, and engaging, lived-in historical detail, Miller crafts a page-turner that balances explosive action with thoughtful storytelling. Suspense is potent, with tense standoffs, interrogations, and border crossings, and the richly textured historical backdrop is steeped in factual detail. Readers will be captivated by the eclectic group of heroes, the relentless adversaries, and the vivid evocation of a world at war. This spirited novel moves fast while leaving a lasting impression with its unforgettable characters and powerful narrative.”
— BOOKLIFE/PUBLISHERS WEEKLY EDITORS' PICK
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OVERVIEW
A thrilling rescue goes awry and becomes a desperate flight across Nazi-occupied Europe.
In this exciting sequel to the award-winning "The Hunt for the Peggy C," Capt. Jake Rogers returns to the North Atlantic as commander of a U.S. Liberty ship with some of his crew from the sunken “Peggy C.”

But disaster strikes, and they end up shipwrecked in Ireland. There, Rogers learns from Dutch sailors that the Nazis have arrested the father of Miriam Maduro, the love of his life, and are about to deport him to a concentration camp.

Rogers and crew sneak back into Holland aboard a gun-running ship from neutral Ireland and make contact with a resistance group to help them. Everything goes according to plan until a shocking discovery leaves them stranded in Holland and forces them to flee for their lives across Nazi-occupied Europe.

They struggle to find other resistance groups and escape organizations to aid them. But informants, imposters, and double agents are everywhere. And with a huge reward on their heads, they can never be sure whom to trust.

To make matters worse, a giant Dutch bounty hunter is in hot pursuit. The utterly ruthless, one-armed, former detective is desperate for the reward. He has no qualms about beating information out of people or working with – and sometimes double-crossing – Nazi officials, French gangsters, and even a suspected serial killer.

In this deeply researched thriller, full of real historical figures, Rogers and crew make one breathtaking escape after another. Using disguises, fake documents, subterfuge, and sometimes force, they slowly make their way toward safety in Spain. But as they get close to their goal, another shocking surprise blocks their way.

To save them, Rogers comes up with one more crazy scheme. It has almost no chance of succeeding.

Two Loglines for RESCUE RUN
After escaping the treacherous waters of WWII, Captain Jake Rogers leads his crew on a daring mission across Nazi-occupied Europe to rescue the father of his beloved, entangled in a web of espionage, betrayal, and relentless pursuit.
Shipwrecked in Ireland, Captain Rogers and his loyal crew embark on a perilous journey through enemy territory to save a loved one's father from the clutches of the Nazis, racing against time and a ruthless bounty hunter.
RESCUE RUN: A High-Stakes WWII Thriller That Bridges Naval Warfare and Resistance Espionage
From the Indie Reader Discovery Award-winning author of The Hunt for the Peggy C comes Rescue Run—a gripping World War II thriller that takes Captain Jake Rogers from the high seas into the heart of enemy territory.
In this riveting second installment of The Peggy C. Saga, John Winn Miller masterfully expands the scope of the series, delivering a harrowing survival story that evolves into a pulse-pounding covert mission deep inside Nazi-occupied Amsterdam. If you loved the edge-of-your-seat naval combat of Peggy C and the shadowy espionage of Miriam in the Shadows, Rescue Run is where these worlds collide.
Why Rescue Run Is a Must-Read for WWII Thriller Fans
✔ Naval Adventure Meets Resistance Espionage: A rare blend of high-stakes naval warfare and a daring land-based rescue operation.
✔ Realistic WWII Detail: A meticulously researched novel that brings to life the perils of the Atlantic convoys, the ruthless efficiency of the German war machine, and the bravery of those who dared to fight back.
✔ An Unforgettable Hero: Jake Rogers is no longer just a captain—he’s a man on a mission, forced to navigate the brutal realities of war on land, sea, and behind enemy lines.
✔ For Fans of Bestselling WWII Thrillers: If Beneath a Scarlet Sky, Where Eagles Dare, and The Spy and the Traitor are on your shelf, this is your next read.
✔ Cinematic and Suspenseful: A perfect fit for fans of Clive Cussler, Alan Furst, and W.E.B. Griffin—this novel’s blend of tension, history, and action begs to be adapted for the screen.
How Rescue Run Expands The Peggy C. Saga
📌 The Hunt for the Peggy C → Naval warfare & survival at sea
📌 Rescue Run → Covert operations & high-risk extractions
📌 Miriam in the Shadows → Espionage & deep-cover sabotage
“Before Miriam Maduro became the SOE’s deadliest agent, there was one man she trusted with her life—Jake Rogers.”



Nine Great Reasons to Read or Review RESCUE RUN
1. High-Stakes Adventure: The narrative thrusts readers into the heart of WWII's perilous seas, encapsulating the tension and danger of maritime warfare. Jake Rogers' journey on a Liberty ship through U-boat-infested waters offers a gripping adventure.
2. [image: A book cover with binoculars

Description automatically generated]Historical Authenticity: Rescue Run is rich in historical detail, providing an immersive experience of the WWII era, particularly the naval aspects. The book skillfully blends fiction with real historical figures and events, enriching the story with authenticity.
3. Heroism and Sacrifice: The characters, especially Captain Jake Rogers, embody the spirit of heroism and sacrifice. Their struggles and decisions highlight the complexities of war and the personal costs involved.
4. Technological and Naval Insight: The book delves into the technology of the time, including U-boats, Liberty ships, and other naval machinery. This attention to detail offers readers a deeper understanding of WWII's naval battles.
5. International Intrigue: The narrative spans multiple locations, from the perilous North Atlantic to occupied Europe, adding layers of geopolitical intrigue and the global impact of the war.
6. Moral Complexity: Rescue Run explores the moral dilemmas faced by individuals in wartime, from the decisions of a ship captain to the broader ethical questions surrounding conflict and survival.
7. Engaging Characters: The characters are well-developed, with their personal stories woven into the larger tapestry of the war. Their relationships, challenges, and growth are central to the narrative, making them relatable and compelling.
8. Critical Acclaim and Awards: The book's predecessor, The Hunt for the Peggy C, received numerous accolades and positive reviews, suggesting that Rescue Run will continue the tradition of excellence. The blend of thrilling action, historical accuracy, and deep human interest that won awards for the first book is present in Rescue Run, making it a must-read for fans of historical fiction and WWII narratives.
9. A Special Package: Rescue Run offers a unique combination of historical depth, thrilling adventure, and emotional resonance, making it an engaging read for anyone interested in WWII, naval history, or human stories of courage and perseverance.


Praise for RESCUE RUN
“John Winn Miller’s latest wartime thriller RESCUE RUN has everything I love in a story: nonstop adventure and intrigue, characters to root for, ratcheting tension, all wrapped in a tangled story of political gamemanship, spycraft, and military action. Truly a wonderful discovery! You should discover it, too!”
—JAMES ROLLINS, #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER OF TIDES OF FIRE

“Miller’s WW2 novel Rescue Run satisfies on many levels. His keen journalist’s eye catches sharp details of place and time that add layers of verisimilitude to this piece of nail-biting historical fiction. Fans of Alan Furst novels will feel right at home.”
—MIKE MADEN, BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF TOM CLANCY AND CLIVE CUSSLER NOVELS

“John Miller’s Rescue Run is a ripping good action-adventure set against the backdrop of World War II with twists and turns that will keep you reading late into the night! Miller knows how to keep the suspense dialed up to ten. If you are a fan of spy thrillers by Alan Furst or the globe-trotting espionage adventures of Clive Cussler, you’re going to love Captain Jake Rogers and his crew. Miller has a great eye for detail and his characters practically leap off the page. I’m already looking forward to the next book in the series!”
—WILLIAM MILLER, AWARD-WINNING MASTER OF ACTION AND SUSPENSE AND CELEBRATED AUTHOR OF THE JAKE NOBLE SERIES OF MILITARY THRILLERS 

“Rescue Run by John Winn Miller is a rousing, breathless thriller of a desperate chase across Nazi-occupied Europe. With heart, tension, and engaging, lived-in historical detail, Miller crafts a page-turner that balances explosive action with thoughtful storytelling. Suspense is potent, with tense standoffs, interrogations, and border crossings, and the richly textured historical backdrop is steeped in factual detail. Readers will be captivated by the eclectic group of heroes, the relentless adversaries, and the vivid evocation of a world at war. This spirited novel moves fast while leaving a lasting impression with its unforgettable characters and powerful narrative.”
— BOOKLIFE/PUBLISHERS WEEKLY EDITORS' PICK

“Nobody weaves history and nautical action fiction into an inescapable web like John Winn Miller. You’ll feel the spray of the sea and hear the salty growl of Captain Rogers in this seaborne masterpiece. All hands on deck!”
—CAP DANIELS, INTERNATIONAL BEST-SELLING THRILLER WRITER

“Like a vicious storm at sea or a surprise attack by a relentless enemy, this story starts with a bang and never lets up. As he did in his previous novel, The Hunt for the Peggy C, John Winn Miller effectively captures the cruelty and tension of war on both a grand scale and at a strikingly personal level. Accurate history entertainingly told as breathtaking adventure!”
—DON KEITH, BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF UNDERSEA WARRIOR, TORPEDO RUN, AND THE HUNTER KILLER SERIES OF MILITARY THRILLERS


"RESCUE RUN: CAPT. JAKE ROGERS’ DARING RETURN TO OCCUPIED EUROPE by John Winn Miller is a thrilling sequel in the World War II maritime Peggy C Saga series. This novel stands out for its unique portrayal of World War II through the eyes of ordinary sailors thrust into extraordinary circumstances. Miller’s meticulous attention to detail vividly brings to life the daily experiences and struggles of his characters. The story is rich with historical authenticity, describing tense action and high drama against realistic settings. The novel’s intricate details and characterizations make the tale both entertaining and insightful, capturing the essence of different countries, nautical adventures, and social-political clashes. Fans of historical fiction and World War II narratives will find RESCUE RUN hard to put down. It's a compelling read that appeals to both nautical novel enthusiasts and those new to the genre, offering a gripping mix of history, action, and human spirit.”
—MIDWEST BOOK REVIEW

“In this follow-up to The Hunt for The Peggy C (2022), Miller juxtaposes the two opposing forces (Nazis and the rescuers) wonderfully well through the use of clear, economical prose that manages to convey pathos and high adventure in equal measure. Careful, specific attention to detail, as in descriptions of the clothing worn by the resistance fighters and the German soldiers (“an SS officer’s gray wool cap with white piping around the crown, the Nazi eagle and skull on the front, and a silver bullion chin cord strapped across the shiny black Vulkanfiber visor”) lend a powerful authenticity to the harrowing world that Miller creates. Miriam Maduro, the beautiful Jewess whose imprisonment inspires Rogers’ incredible acts of bravery, is no damsel in distress; she’s just as heroic as he is, disguising herself as a Red Cross medico named Hedda ten Boom in a bold attempt to help as many concentration camp prisoners as she possibly can before she’s captured herself. Stark depictions of Miriam’s confinement are harrowing and stand on their own without resorting to sentimentality. When Miriam gets an opportunity to deliver an act of retribution, Miller renders it without moralizing or commentary. Indeed, action never fails to reveal character throughout this brisk thriller. A fast-paced and immersive wartime adventure yarn.”
—KIRKUS REVIEWS

“Rescue Run is everything you want in a WWII historical thriller. Miller’s intensive research shines through as he skillfully weaves real historical figures into a fictional story made all the more intense. I was thoroughly entertained throughout with the story’s many twists and turns, none of which I saw coming, and I write national security fiction for a living! As I raced through this page-turner of a story, I kept thinking, ‘Someone needs to make a movie out of this story,’ because it is that good. I can’t wait to read the next one! Buy Rescue Run for yourself, and for everyone you know who just loves a great story.”
—J. R. OLSON, CO-AUTHOR WITH DAVID BRUNS OF THE COMMAND AND CONTROL SERIES

“RESCUE RUN is a page-turning adventure that will sweep you from the high seas to the Low Countries and beyond during WWII. In this thrilling novel, a veteran merchant marine captain leads a diverse group of Allies across occupied Europe on a desperate escape mission.  They face brutality, betrayal, and hopelessness as they are pursued by the SS, Gestapo, a ruthless bounty hunter, and French gangsters. John Winn Miller has done his research and crafted reality into a wonderful fast-moving novel.”
—H. W. “BUZZ” BERNARD, MULTI-AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR OF THE WHEN HEROES FLEW SERIES

“Based on real World War II heroes, and profoundly researched from cover-to-cover, Rescue Run is every bit as riveting and essential as anything in Clive Cussler’s body of work. Rescue Run, the second installment in author John Winn Miller’s Peggy C Saga series, delivers on visceral entertainment value, but goes the extra mile when it comes to historical heft. Real-life bios about major and minor characters are included, as well as historical notes about key chapters. Fans of naval war history will be especially gratified, as Miller delivers fascinating detail about the construction and plight of Liberty ships, so-called “plastic armor,” corvettes, and more. Also included are chilling insights into German psych-ops (“To give the Jews a false sense of hope, Gemmeker allowed them to take educational classes, play in the camp orchestra, engage in sports, and travel outside the camp to purchase groceries or clothing with special camp currency”). It’s easy to imagine Rescue Run as the basis for the next big studio World War II mini-series, ala Master of the Air or The Pacific. In the meantime, for fans of World War II naval fiction, Rescue Run is simply essential reading.” 
—BEST THRILLERS

“John Winn Miller’s Rescue Run is just what you should be looking for if you love fast-paced, action-packed espionage thrillers. Weaving an intriguing plot, Miller offers non-stop nerve-wracking action, featuring an exciting and dynamic cast. The tone, storyline, and ingenious plot twists had me on the edge of my seat. Giving the scenes a tremendous dramatic touch, Miller accompanies the narration with humor. I could not help laughing at some of Rogers’ escapades in Amsterdam. The evocative depictions and Miller’s accurate references to World War II history captured the mood and setting of the scenes, taking me back in time to the mid-twentieth century. The reading experience felt like watching an amazing spy thriller movie. I would love to see Rescue Run on the big screen. Adventure, thrills, action, suspense, humor, and so much more in this page-turner. I loved it.”
—READERS’ FAVORITE

“Rescue Run opens with an exhilarating scene that vibrantly captures a ship under siege, immediately pulling the reader into the dangerous world of WWII. John Winn Miller’s depth of research is evident in rich descriptions that paint the occupied war years in all their grim harshness. His ability to build tension, particularly with cliffhanging scenes at the end of each chapter, keeps the reader engaged and eager to turn the page. The narrative moves along with lots of action, the pace is spot on, and Miller’s writing style is clear and direct. A fine example of a story well researched and told.”​
—HISTORICAL NOVEL SOCIETY

“In Rescue Run, award-winning investigative reporter and foreign correspondent John Winn Miller expertly utilizes his first-hand experience to construct a truly chilling tale. Historical adventure readers have much to admire and enjoy in this exciting second installment.”
—INDEPENDENT BOOK REVIEW

“Once all the pieces are in place, and the chase is on, this entertaining book moves with the intensity of a classic WW2 movie.”
—U.S. REVIEW OF BOOKS

“From the first edge-of-the-seat paragraph to the last jaw-dropping sentence, Rescue Run is a masterful sequel that will keep readers on their toes. John Winn Miller delivers a gripping World War II action adventure filled with authentic historical details and relentless suspense. Captain Jake Rogers commands a Liberty ship through Nazi-occupied Europe, facing constant threats of discovery and betrayal. The dynamic narrative, vivid portrayal of double agents, and high-stakes rescue mission make this a well-rounded tale for fans of wartime thrillers. A must-read for anyone seeking a story where instinct and gut feeling are the keys to survival.”
— LOVEREADING, WHICH DESIGNATED THE BOOK “AN INDIE WE LOVE”

"John Winn Miller's 'Rescue Run' is one of the most intense and suspenseful WWII historical novels I've ever read. From the first page, I was hooked, eager to find out what would happen next. The story begins with Captain Jake Rogers and his crew on a new Liberty ship, which faces disaster, leaving them stranded in Ireland. Rogers learns that the Nazis have arrested the father of the woman he loves, sparking a perilous adventure into Nazi-occupied Holland. There, they attempt to connect with the Resistance while evading a menacing, one-armed bounty hunter. The author’s meticulous research is evident, particularly in the detailed chapter-by-chapter notes on historical characters, ships, weapons, and terminology. This well-researched and thrilling novel is highly recommended."
—KRISTEN HUBER, TWO-DECADE VETERAN OF THE NEWSPAPER AND MAGAZINE INDUSTRY

"If you like action-packed World War Two stories, John Winn Miller's 'Rescue Run' is a must-read. This gripping tale follows a U.S. naval commander on a perilous mission aiding the Resistance in rescuing and smuggling Jews out of Europe. The narrative masterfully blends swashbuckling adventure with accurate historical detail, presenting the harrowing plight of Jews under the Nazi regime with vivid clarity. Miller's expertise shines through his well-crafted, multi-layered characters, including the complex villain Janssen. The book is an eye-opener, offering deep insights into the war and European sociology while maintaining its action-adventure core. With its exciting naval battles and rich appendix material, this series is both educational and thrilling, making it highly recommended for any reader."
—MATT MCAVOY BOOK REVIEW

“Another page-turner from John Wynn Miller. Fast fun all the way. I’ve come to be a true fan of Captain Jack, the main character. I highly recommend the series.”
—THOMAS FOX, RETIRED PENN STATE PROFESSOR

“From the first edge-of-the-seat paragraph to the last taut sentence, this is a sequel as good as the first.”
—LINDA AMOS, WEST SUSSEX, ENGLAND

"John Winn Miller's Rescue Run is a riveting sequel that immerses readers in the harrowing adventures of Captain Jake Rogers and Miriam Maduro during World War II. The narrative, filled with relentless suspense and intrigue, keeps readers on edge as they follow Rogers' perilous contraband missions and Maduro's dangerous espionage work across Europe. The tension mounts through every chapter, leading to a nerve-wracking climax. To fully appreciate the depth of this thrilling story, reading the prequel The Hunt for the Peggy C is highly recommended."
— PAUL FALK, INDIE NOVELIST
"Rescue Run is a gripping, well-researched historical novel that stands alone as the second book in The Peggy C. Saga. The author vividly portrays the horrors of Nazi Europe and the daring escape of Captain Jake Rogers and his crew as they rescue his Jewish girlfriend, Miriam Maduro. The nail-biting suspense and respect for Jewish history make this a highly recommended, inspirational read."
—SUE GARLAND, A SOUTH AFRICA-BASED REVIEWER OF CHRISTIAN AND HISTORICAL FICTION

“This was a fantastic book! The author did a wonderful job researching each situation and providing historical context to the story. This book has lots of twists and turns, which keep you on the edge of your seat from beginning to end, and the characters are terrifically well developed. I would unhesitatingly recommend RESCUE RUN to anyone who loves history, along with anyone who loves action, thriller, or crime novels. RESCUE RUN can be read as a standalone, but I will be going back to read the previous book in the series. This would make for a great tv series or movie.”
— JAYMIE SMITH ON NETGALLEY

“This is a harrowing and immersive tale set against the terrifying backdrop of Nazi-occupied Europe during World War II. For those of us fortunate enough to live in a different time, it's difficult to grasp the sheer desperation and danger faced by people trapped under Nazi rule. This novel brings that reality vividly to life. The story follows a courageous Liberty ship captain who embarks on a perilous mission to rescue his friend from a Nazi ‘work’ camp. The twist comes when he learns that Miriam, the woman he loves and thought to be safely out of harm’s way in Palestine, has returned to Europe and is now also in danger. The stakes are raised even higher as the captain’s mission becomes a dual rescue, one fraught with tension and nail-biting moments. Based on the real-life actions of brave individuals, the novel seamlessly blends historical fact with a heart-pounding narrative. The author’s historical notes added an extra layer of depth, offering insight into the fates of these real-life heroes. It’s a thrilling, sobering, and unforgettable read.”
—RAMONA THOMPSON, HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARIAN, ORANGE USD SCHOOL DISTRICT, ORANGE, CA

“Miller's extensive research shines through, offering detailed insights into the automobiles, ranks, duties of Nazis and Dutch collaborators, and the introduction of relevant historical figures. The description of wood-burning automobiles used in the absence of gasoline is particularly intriguing. While these details are fascinating, at times, they feel a bit overwhelming. Nonetheless, this remains an excellent and well-researched read. Four stars.”
—BOB MCCRILLIS, WRITER WITH BOTH NEWS AND FICTION EXPERIENCE

“This most absorbing spy novel, set in the days of WWII and based on actual historical events, is an excellent choice for readers who enjoy an excellent adventure story!”
—ARLENE R. PICKETT, LAKEWOOD, CO, ON NETGALLEY.COM

“John Winn Miller's Rescue Run is a gripping, meticulously detailed World War II adventure that brings history to life. With cinematic storytelling and a seamless blend of fiction and non-fiction, Miller crafts a narrative that is as thrilling as it is enlightening. The journey of Captain Jake Rogers through Nazi-occupied Europe is a page-turner, rich in historical accuracy and vivid characters, making it a must-read for history enthusiasts and thriller fans alike.” 
— MICHEL VAN DER BURG, EILMMAKER AND EDITOR OF SETTELA•COM

“Miller’s historical thriller provides a good sense of World War II, following Capt. Jake Rogers as he devises a plan to free loved ones from Nazi-occupied Europe. Includes a synopsis of The Hunt for the Peggy C, chapter notes, a bibliography, and stories behind the real people who populate the novel."
—LIBRARY JOURNAL

"With danger, romance, and adventure at one of the most treacherous times in history, Rescue Run delivers everything readers crave in top-tier WWII historical fiction. John Winn Miller masterfully blends fact and fiction, creating an action-packed thriller filled with increasing tension, compelling military-espionage sequences, and high-stakes intrigue. His protagonist, Jake Rogers, is a stand-up hero—brave, honorable, and relentless—whose daring mission will leave readers astounded. With outstanding plotting, a gripping storyline, and twists that will keep you on the edge of your seat, Rescue Run is an absolute must-read!" 
— ARTISAN BOOK REVIEW​

“I hadn’t read John Winn Miller’s first book, so I was pleasantly surprised to find that his latest novel works perfectly as a standalone—there's no need for prior knowledge of the earlier work. I chose this book because of its World War II setting, and I wasn't disappointed. It’s a gripping, action-packed read that thrusts the reader into the heart of Nazi-occupied Europe, evoking a vivid and chilling sense of what it was like to be constantly on the run. Our protagonist, Captain Jake Rogers, begins his harrowing journey on a U.S. cargo ship headed for Europe, but disaster strikes when the ship—one of the hastily constructed war vessels with inherent structural flaws—literally breaks apart in the Atlantic. Rogers’ fight to save his crew and survive himself is only the beginning. After a perilous escape to Ireland, he learns that the father of the woman he loves has been captured by the Dutch and thrown into a concentration camp. This knowledge compels him into action. The tension never lets up as Rogers finds himself in a high-stakes game of cat and mouse, evading the relentless pursuit of Nazis and their collaborators. The danger feels terrifyingly real, and the suspense keeps you turning the pages, desperate to see who will make it out alive. The book is not only packed with action but is also impressively well-researched. I appreciated the unexpected insights into the IRA’s role during the war—details that add layers of intrigue to an already riveting narrative. For the curious reader, the historical facts hold up under scrutiny; I did some fact-checking myself and was pleased to find them accurate. As someone who regularly reads complex, often overlooked international novels, I tend to look for hidden gems. Miller’s latest book may not be on the radar of every American reader, but it’s definitely worth discovering, especially for those who appreciate historical thrillers with depth and authenticity.”
—GAIL CONN, REVIEWER, NETGALLEY.COM


“John Winn Miller delivers a meticulously researched and heart-pounding historical thriller, vividly bringing World War II to life. Rescue Run is a fast-paced adventure filled with unforgettable characters, compelling drama, and unyielding tension that will grip readers from the very first page.”
—LISA ALBRIGHT, BOOKSLOVEANDUNDERSTANDING



PRAISE FOR THE HUNT FOR THE PEGGY C, THE FIRST BOOK IN THE SERIES
“I highly recommend The Hunt for the Peggy C, even for those who would not normally read naval fiction. Cover to cover, the book will keep you in a perpetual state of suspense. There is no time to guess what will happen next—you’ll be too busy biting your nails and crossing your fingers.”
—MILITARY WRITERS SOCIETY OF AMERICA (SUE RUSHFORD)

“John Winn Miller is a writer I appreciate: longtime journalist (like me), and now a novelist with great attention to detail (also like me). We even share a publisher (Bancroft Press, which initiated my movie review book, VIOLENT SCREEN). Based on his maiden novelistic voyage with The Hunt for the Peggy C, I see smooth sailing ahead for John in his new career.”
— STEPHEN HUNTER, NYT BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF GAME OF SNIPERS: A BOB LEE SWAGGER NOVEL, AND PULITZER PRIZE WINNER FOR (FILM) CRITICISM
[image: A picture containing text, sign
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"The tumult of World War II is an endless source of inspiration for crime fiction and historical authors, but it takes a lot of dedication to craft a story that not only feels true to the era but gets readers to engage with the characters and the things they represent. That’s where the effort has been focused in The Hunt for the Peggy C, a maritime thriller and debut novel for John Winn Miller. Miller is no stranger to writing. He’s a veteran journalist who has worked in the US and Europe. He’s also written scripts and been involved in four film productions. All of that experience has gone into The Hunt for Peggy C, and then some...It’s got battle action, suspense, brutality, and a love story. Are you ready? Sound the foghorn…" 
—CRIME FICTION LOVER, BY CO-FOUNDER GARRICK WEBSTER, TOUTING THE PEGGY C ON HIS RAP SHEET ALONG WITH CORMAC MCCARTHY’S LATEST

“EDITOR’S PICK: This superior maritime thriller finds an American captain smuggling Jewish refugees as Nazi prowl. Great for fans of: Nicholas Monsarrat’s The Cruel Sea and Alistair MacLean’s HMS Ulysses.”
—BOOKLIFE (PUBLISHERS WEEKLY OFFSHOOT)

“In this World War II novel, an American captain of a cargo ship gets paid to smuggle a Jewish family to safety and ends up doggedly pursued by Nazis… It is a dangerous mission given that the ‘heartless sea’ is swarmed by ‘trigger-happy U-boat captains,” a perilous situation thrillingly portrayed by author Miller… The action—and there is no shortage of it—is electrifying. Further, the author’s knowledge of the relevant historical material—in particular, the naval aspects—is extraordinary... A captivating, action-packed thriller that’s historically astute.”
—KIRKUS REVIEWS

“The settings are immersive. The interactions between members of Rogers’s crew are rich and entertaining… Captain Rogers evolves as a leader … Miriam is a vibrant secondary character… The novel’s suspense increases thanks to the simmering threat of mutiny. Moving through unpredictable, dramatic twists, its tension is resolved via gripping action scenes and moments of sacrifice, helping to make The Hunt for Peggy C a riveting historical thriller about the risk that a steamer captain takes at sea for the sake of duty and love.”
—FOREWORD (CLARION) REVIEWS

“The Hunt for the Peggy C is a historical fiction novel with thriller and romantic elements — a smuggler rescues Jewish refugees and gives chase on his cargo ship. We already have this one lined up to give to our history buff friends and family members. If you have a loved one fascinated by World War II or historical fiction, make sure this is on your gift-buying list this holiday season.”
—THE READING LISTS, A MEDIUM MAGAZINE COLLABORATION BETWEEN WRITERS, PUBLISHING PROFESSIONALS, AND STUDENTS

“A rare book indeed! A very well-researched and informative tale about an often overlooked place and period in history, yet the story never gets lost in the details. Instead, this is a tense, fast-moving, and stirring account of men called upon to overcome about the most daunting situations imaginable.”
—DON KEITH, AUTHOR, WARSHOT, ONLY THE BRAVE, AND NUMEROUS OTHER WORKS OF WWII HISTORY

“The Hunt for the Peggy C is a tour de force of historical research that has pace, clarity, suspense, fascinating historical data woven in with the narrative, and perhaps most importantly, heart.”
—CHRIS EVANS, FORMER RANDOM HOUSE EDITOR AND AUTHOR OF A DARKNESS FORGED IN FIRE AND OF BONE AND THUNDER

“The Hunt for the Peggy C delivers action, excitement, and romance from the very first page! Amazing in-depth research buttresses this exciting tale of believable people facing unbelievable odds. Occurring during a period of history that few know about, the story both thrills AND educates! Recommended—this is a good one!
—ROGER MAXIM, AUTHOR, THE LONG GRAY TARGET SERIES

"Kudos to John Miller for this riveting and suspenseful tale. I was on the edge of my seat reading it! Impeccably researched, this intense sea chase has at its heart a wonderful love story that will keep you glued to your chair until the very end! I could not put it down until I found out how it was resolved. I highly recommend this book!”
—ROBIN HUTTON, AUTHOR, THE NY TIMES BESTSELLER, SGT RECKLESS: AMERICA'S WAR HORSE


“A great adventure story”
—GIRL WHO READS BLOG (DONNA HUBER)

“The Hunt for the Peggy C is an extraordinarily good read. In fact, it’s not just the best book I’ve read in two to three years, but is reminiscent of The Nightingale. The PEGGY C story is intriguing and clever. The author's in-depth research is much in evidence, with many facts scattered throughout, which are interesting and lend authenticity. This is an outstanding work by Mr. Miller and I anxiously await a sequel.”
—N. THOMAS RICE, REVIEWING ON BOOKSIRENS.COM
 
“Casablanca meets Das Boot.”
—THE BIG THRILL (PUBLICATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL THRILLER WRITERS)

“The Hunt for the Peggy C combines World War II history with a nautical thriller as it follows Captain Jake Rogers, a smuggler used to transporting contraband who is tasked with the most challenging job of all: to save a Jewish family fleeing Nazi persecution. Author John Winn Miller keeps his eye on the history surrounding this era, but translates it into action-packed scenarios that will delight readers looking for a backdrop of nonfiction spiced by the intrigue and psychological depth of fiction … As U-boats, chases, romance, and special interests coalesce, the story becomes riveting on many different levels. The interplays between disparate special interests and characters illustrate some of the conundrums of political and social interactions during wartime… More so than most World War II tales, the intrigue and realistic backdrops create a compelling story that operates for all readers, no matter the degree of their familiarity with World War II politics or events. The Hunt for the Peggy C is a vivid inspection of moral, ethical, social, and political changes set against a thrilling backdrop of confrontation and revelation that will reach not only historical novel readers, but those typically attracted to thriller and action stories.  Library collections on the lookout for vivid World War II accounts and lively plots will find The Hunt for the Peggy C a winning attraction.”
—MIDWEST BOOK REVIEW

"The Hunt for the Peggy C shows us the Battle of the Atlantic from an unusual perspective, that of the ordinary sailors who faced death from the guns and torpedoes of Hitler's U-boats. Miller takes us on an adventure from the Channel to the Eastern Mediterranean, as an obsessed U-boat commander pursues the equally obsessed captain of a tramp steamer. It's a story Bogart and Bacall would have been proud to star in."
—DR. ROBERT FARLEY, AUTHOR OF THE BATTLESHIP BOOK

“Miller has storytelling in his blood, evidenced by the zeal with which he’s mastered nautical terms, and his experience adds an engaging authenticity… His scenes are so vivid readers will wonder if they are reading a novel or watching a movie… Gripping WWII fiction with a classic feel.”
—INDEPENDENT BOOK REVIEW, A CELEBRATION OF SMALL PRESS AND SELF-PUBLISHED BOOKS

“The Hunt for the Peggy C is a gripping historical WW2 novel filled with suspense and action. Author John Winn Miller has certainly done his research in producing this account of men forced to survive the most frightening events. Surprising, beautiful, and heartwarming scenes make for a unique addition to the story. The descriptions of the crew members and the dialogue between them create a feeling of reality. I especially enjoyed learning how the ship crew work together, as well as the mechanics involved in sailing, including managing a U-Boat. All-round, a fantastic story that is highly recommended to all adults, young and old. Five stars!”
—READER’S FAVORITE

“The book’s subtitle (A WW2 Maritime Thriller) sums it nicely–that’s exactly what it is. The story of a naval captain smuggling Jews out of Europe, with a ruthless Nazi in fanatical pursuit, this novel is gritty but relatively clean and smoothly written despite its plethora of naval minutiae. The idea for Peggy C began as a screenplay, and perhaps it will end as one. It certainly reads like a well-imagined movie with vivid descriptions and a host of lively, well-created characters with a believable mix of unique foibles and strengths. Within its pages, you’ll find plenty of adventure, danger, and a touch of romance. I have it in mind to give it to one of the men in my life for Christmas and would recommend it as good reading for just about any man (or woman) who enjoys an engrossing maritime tale.”
—KATHERINE SCOTT JONES, SEATTLE-BASED WRITER, EDITOR, BLOGGER, AND BOOK ENTHUSIAST

“A gripping story of suspense, ingenuity, and even some romance. If you enjoy WW II stories and want to learn while you read a thriller of a maritime novel, get your hands on a copy of The Hunt for the Peggy C. You’ll be glad you did. Five out of five stars.”
—HOLLY WOODRUFF, MSW, LCSW-IN, AND FORMER SOCIAL WORK PROFESSOR, INDIANA UNIVERSITY, REVIEWING ON GOODREADS.COM

“Fantastic, well-written book. As you read, you feel closer and closer to every character. As a historian, I can tell you that the historical accuracy and research that went into the novel was superb. You can't put this book down; each page and chapter keep you wondering what will happen next.”
—MICHAEL SAVOIA, REVIEWING ON BOOKSIRENS.COM

“Very engaging story. Just couldn’t put it down! The wartime drama pits devious Nazi U Boat Oberleutnant Brauer against the Peggy C’s Captain Jake Rogers, a cunning smuggler carving out a living transporting legal as well as contraband cargo just ahead of the US declaration to join WWII. Brauer, defying orders to not engage with boats flying the flag of neutral countries, seizes cargo from any ships found, and takes no prisoners. Filled with maritime lingo and true-to-history landmarks, this drama captures the reader’s attention from the first page and never releases it.”
—N.L.B. MILLER III, REVIEWING ON BOOKSIRENS.COM

“This is a brilliant work by a skilled author/craftsman who honors his readers with impeccable writing. The story is imaginative, alive, and exciting! I felt as if I was really there, seeing and hearing the characters and scenes in the book with movie-like realism. Truly a masterpiece of writing about adventure, love, hope, despair, strife, and courage, from an author who knows deeply about the human experience and the complexities of the natural world. What a wonderful experience I had reading it!”
	


—ANGLEXKY, REVIEWING ON BOOKSIRENS.COM

“Miller spins an enjoyable sea yarn here, a good twist on conventional World War II tales. A tramp steam captain takes on a dangerous load to ferry across U-Boat-infested waters: a refugee Jewish family. The U-Boat captain becomes obsessed with catching the tramp. He lies to his superiors and endangers his men as he tracks his prey from the English Channel to Gibraltar and beyond. Our cargo captain, Jake Rogers, is American—still neutral in fall 1941—and running from something. He’s an intrepid, big-fisted sailor who can run a motley crew of oddballs and roughnecks, but also has a soft spot for books, which hints at a genteel background. His crew gets restive over the new passengers and the risks they’re asked to run on their behalf. It’s a good nautical procedural, on the tramp steamer side but particularly on the harrowing life aboard a cramped U-Boat. Its crew chronically lack fresh water, fresh air, and dry clothes as they face death that can be sudden as a depth charge. Romance buds between Rogers and the Dutch family’s oldest daughter, Miriam, who reads a lot of the same books he does. Rogers learns about Jewish life early in occupied Netherlands, the Dutch Jewish community’s Sephardic roots and international ties, leading Zionist Chaim Weizmann, and the illegal Aliyah Bet movement smuggling desperate Jews into Palestine. Religious matters are illuminated by Miriam’s uncle, a rabbi with an endless fount of stories. Miller handles all this very well, getting into nuance-like conflicts among Jews over how to much resist the Nazis, and the culpability of Dutch Gentiles, who enthusiastically collaborate in persecuting the Jews. You get a real sense of the desperation of these people trying to escape, who find so many doors closed to them now. And he also handles the U-Boat side very well. The submariners are less Nazified than other parts of the military, but their captain, Brauer, has a reputation for viciousness and the authority to go way out of bounds pursuing the Peggy C.”
—DAN M. BERGER, REVIEWING ON BOOKSIRENS.COM

“A suspenseful novel set during World War II, The Hunt for the Peggy C is one of those 			books I couldn’t put down until finished. Its author is a true master of research.”
—STEW ROSS, “STEW ROSS DISCOVERS,” AND AUTHOR OF WHERE DID THEY PUT THE GESTAPO HEADQUARTERS? A WALKING TOUR OF NAZI-OCCUPIED PARIS 

“A maritime novel with suspense and romance all wrapped into one fantastic story. It was so easy to fall for the entire crew of the Peggy C.”
—2MANYBOOKS2LITTLETIME
“I loved how the author depicted the settings of Peggy C and the crew realistically as they faced various situations that risked their lives. Captain Jake Rogers was impressive in the lead as he took his team on a dangerous journey amidst World War II.”
—RAJIV, RAJIV REVIEWS

“A well-researched and thoroughly suspenseful historical novel, it’s a wonderful tale of a cargo ship crew at sea during WW II.” 
—PAT FAYO, PAT FAYO REVIEWS

“Intense at times, full of suspense, with a nice little romance thrown in, The Hunt for the Peggy C isn’t your average historical fiction story. I was raised as a Navy brat and I really liked it. Historical fiction fans won't be disappointed.” 
—DAWNNY RUBY, NOVELS AND LATTE BOOK CLUB

“This fast-paced novel combines action and suspense to entertain the reader while offering well- researched story history of the period leading up to the U.S. entering the war.“
—Sherry, “Reading Late Into the Night”

“This is a terrific, well-written page-turner of an adventure story. You'll also learn a lot about WWII submarine warfare, which is surprisingly fascinating.”
—TOM EBLEN, FORMER COLUMNIST FOR AND MANAGING EDITOR OF THE LEXINGTON HERALD-LEADER

“There are various facets of the tale which make for an interesting read. The difficulty of getting cargo when the ship is not part of a larger company is well drawn. Getting a crew isn't easy, either, during wartime and especially for a tramp cargo ship. The tension is kept up very well throughout. Danger is ever present in the writing about the ship's crew and their interactions with the Jewish passengers. The crew of the German u-boat provide some nail-biting moments, as do the dangers the sea poses. There is also a lightness to the story with the romance between Captain Rogers and Miriam, but it's not front and centre. I hope there are other stories just as exciting from this author as I would like to read more, especially if they are of the same characters. Thoroughly enjoyed this story.” 
—LINDA AMOS, A LOVEREADING.COM (UK) AMBASSADOR





“This gripping novel full of action and suspense tells the story of an American smuggler’s struggle to outwit his ship’s mutinous crew and outrun a U-boat captain bent on revenge to rescue a Jewish family he’s never met -- first for money, then for love. The hair-raising chase from Amsterdam to the Mediterranean means dodging mines, sudden naval battles, violent storms, and even Hitler’s Pirates, and pits two equally driven men: Capt. Jake Rogers, a gruff U.S. Naval Academy dropout rumored to have fled America because of a murder, and Capt. Viktor Brandt, an ardent Nazi who believes he is doing God’s will.
“But at the heart of the story is Miriam, the eldest daughter of the rescued family, a sweet medical student in her twenties with a militant streak. As she and Rogers gradually fall in love, Miriam constantly challenges him to change his mercenary ways and do the right thing, even when it isn’t the smartest thing. When Rogers is badly wounded, Miriam must prove she’s as tough as her rhetoric as the crew mutinies and the U-boat closes in for the kill.
“The Hunt for The Peggy C tells the captivating story of two men. Jake Rogers, an American smuggler plying his trade during World War Two ferrying his legal and not so legal cargoes wherever they are needed and Viktor Brauer, a Nazi U-boat commander determined to hunt down the Peggy C and get his revenge on Captain ‘Jolly’ Rogers
“Blending great characters with a wealth of nautical knowledge and a large dose of history, John Winn Miller has written an enthralling adventure story that will thrill the reader from cover to cover. Add to the mix a human cargo of Jewish refugees, a downed British airman, captured German seamen and a crew close to mutiny, and you’ve got a recipe for danger afloat in the most dangerous shipping lanes in Europe.
“The roster of characters is first-class and the reader will find it difficult not to connect with most of them as the story unfolds. The maritime details are interesting and lend a really believable feel to the action aboard both vessels as hunter and the hunted navigate their way through the war zone of the Channel, the Atlantic and the Mediterranean. True historical details about the war and the countries involved further showcase the author’s meticulous research, which adds to the reader’s experience. The romance that develops between Jake and Miriam, the Jewish trainee nurse, is delicately dealt with and also allows a glimpse into the problems endured by the Jewish people at the hands of the Axis powers and other supposedly ‘friendly’ countries during World War II.
“At times, this story made my heart race as the Peggy C and her crew attempted to evade capture both on the sea and on land as they were mercilessly pursued by Brauer and his U-boat crew. At other times, it was a struggle to contain the tears of sadness, frustration, and sometimes joy as the momentum switched between the two sides.
“A must-read for anyone who has an interest in nautical tales or history, and anyone who loves a great story of adventure, hijinks on the high seas, and well-researched background information. Throw in a dash of romance and you’ve got something for everybody. The Hunt for the Peggy C is well-deserving of its five stars.” 
—REEDSY DISCOVERY

Q&A WITH RESCUE RUN AUTHOR JOHN WINN MILLER

1. What, to you, makes a good story?
Ordinary people who act courageously for a good cause, against impossible odds. And, with constantly increasing tension.
2. Are you an avid reader? Which genres do you read the most?
I usually have several books going at the same time. I love histories, biographies, thought-provoking books like ones by Michael Lewis and Malcolm Gladwell, and historical fiction about ancient Rome, particularly ones by Colleen McCullough. 
3. What does literary success look like to you?
Lots of sales, of course. But, more importantly, to have most readers feel immersed in a world they find fascinating with characters they care about and a theme they find meaningful, all wrapped in a thrilling plot that leaves them hungry for more.[image: A person wearing glasses  Description automatically generated with low confidence]

4. What is your research process like?
Books, books, books, documentaries, and endless web searches on such sites as www.uboat.net. Thank goodness for e-books that allowed me to take lots of notes quickly. I watched Das Boot years ago, but didn’t review it recently because I wanted to avoid copying scenes from it. One research problem was finding myself going down rabbit holes for hours in pursuit of one more interesting fact, leading to yet more searches. I also use footnotes to go back and verify everything. My book involves a lot of nautical and technical details as well as obscure historical facts, so I had to be extra careful. For example, in my relentless pursuit for accuracy, I found a website that had the daily logs of all U-boats which let me accurately report the phases of the moon on each day of the Peggy C’s journey.  I had the novel fact-checked by a Ph.D. student at The Department of War Studies at King’s College London, and a novelist who was a former U.S. navy petty officer who served on a submarine.



5. What is your writing process like?
I typically write in the morning, but I’m not rigid about exactly when or for how long. I set a goal of at least 250 words a day. That wasn’t always possible because I spent so much time researching little details. I also focused every day on finding just the right active verb without being repetitious. Varied sentence structure was also important. I’d read aloud what I’d written to make sure it had a rhythm and a flow. And, finally, I followed Ernest Hemingway’s advice to stop writing every day when I knew what I was going to write the next day.

6. Do you have any writing quirks?
I give myself permission to overwrite, using sentences that are way too long (I’m just not in Faulkner’s league), and layer in lots and lots of minute details. Then I trim most of it out and get real.

7. You’re a former foreign correspondent, an award-winning investigative journalist, a producer, a screenwriter, and what seems like a countless array of other occupations. What made you decide to write your first novel?
The funny thing is that I became a journalist because I wanted to be a novelist. But I realized at the time that I didn’t know how to write. Plus, I had no exciting experiences to write about. Journalism seemed like the best way to remedy those deficiencies. I loved that career but the newspaper industry collapsed. When I retired for the first time, I decided that I was going to learn how to write screenplays because I still didn’t feel confident I could write a novel. The Peggy C was my first screenplay. I actually had some luck getting it into big production companies in Hollywood to pitch it. It won an award and accolades on such sites as The Black List, but nobody bought it. When I was stuck at home during the pandemic, I decided it was time to try my hand at turning it into a novel.

8. Do you have any experience on ships? If not, what motivated you to write naval fiction?
I’ve never been on a tramp steamer or a U-boat, and I have no naval background. That meant I had to do a lot more research. (See my inspiration below to understand what motivated me.) But I also love classic naval novels like Sea Wolf and Lord Jim (but not Moby Dick) because they combine adventure, exotic locations, and fascinating characters.

9. What was your inspiration for writing The Hunt for the Peggy C?
Strangely, the inspiration for the novel was a dream. When my daughter Allison was young, we watched a really bad action-adventure film together—I don’t remember which one, and I kept telling myself I could write a better screenplay. That night I had a dream and when I woke up, I knew the first scene and the last scene and the name of the ship. That was all. So, like Michelangelo used to say, I knew there was a figure in that block of stone—in my case, a story—and all I had to do was spend years trying to chisel it free.

10. Are the characters in The Hunt for the Peggy C based on real historical people?
The commander of the U-boat, Oberleutnant Viktor Brauer, is an amalgamation of several real U-boat captains. I cherry-picked the worst characteristics and actions of those captains, of course, but also tried to make Brauer more human and not a cliché Nazi. Captain Jake Rogers, our hero, is largely my creation, but some of his backstory comes from the lives of James Fenimore Cooper and my father. The other characters are my creations.
11. Do you have a favorite character in The Hunt for the Peggy C? If so, who is it, and why are they your favorite?
Miriam is my favorite character. She’s much more than just a love interest. She’s smart, tough, and compassionate, and constantly challenges Captain Jake Rogers to change his mercenary ways. Her strength turns out to be the key to everyone’s survival, giving the lie to the myth that Jews never fought back.
12. Which character do you identify the most strongly with? 
Probably Captain Jake Rogers, the protagonist, because he has to use his brains more than his brawn to get out of trouble. And when his anger gets the better of him, he always recognizes later that it was a mistake. He starts out as a cynic, a man with no allegiances and no goal except to enrich himself. After he rescues Miriam and her family of Jewish refugees from Nazi-occupied Europe, he realizes there’s more to life. Honor, duty, country, family and love—things he never thought about—take on a whole new meaning.
13. Which scene was the hardest for you to write? Which was the easiest? Which is your favorite?

The hardest scene to write was when Miriam describes the horrors of life in Holland under the Nazis and their Dutch collaborators. It was extremely disturbing because the details are all accurate; much of what she says comes from eyewitnesses and diaries of real people. It makes you sick to realize how evil ordinary people can become.

The easiest, and most fun, scene to write was a break in the drama where the Peggy C’s cook—yes, nicknamed Cookie—teaches the Jewish family’s two young sons how to fish off the back of the ship. Just as they cast in their lines, several gray bottleneck dolphins put on a show of leaping out of the water and chasing behind the ship. It was a brief moment of utter joy amid the terror of the war.
 
My favorite scene is where Miriam tries to seduce Captain Rogers by citing quotes from his beloved books lining his cabin shelves for not-very-subtle hints at her intentions.

14. Did any other literary works influence The Hunt for the Peggy C?
There are frequent literary references or homages to Sir Walter Scott’s Ivanhoe, which provided some themes and character types; The Man Without a Country, a short story by Edward Everett Hale; and A Treasury of the Familiar, a collection of poems and short essays that my father’s mother gave to him during World War II.
15. Did you hide any “Easter eggs” in this book for true history buffs? If so, can you give those of us who aren’t history buffs any hints about them?
It is loaded with historical details that truly surprised me, and I have read a ton of World War II histories and biographies. Here are just a couple:
BAM-100 was a big surprise. Turns out that one of the reasons the English won the Battle of Britain, besides the bravery of the crews and quality of the planes, was the fuel known as British Air Ministry 100 octane. It was developed by Standard Oil after Dunkirk and allowed the British planes to fly faster and climb quicker than the German’s planes. It took a while for the surprised Germans to figure out what had changed, but there was nothing they could do about it. Their planes ran on fuel from coal gasification, which could only reach 80-octane.
How to steer a U-boat was another surprise. I spent days poring over pictures and scouring books to figure that one out. Turns out, it was done electrically. The steering helmsman used two buttons, one for port and one for starboard, while staring at a compass to turn the boat. The button stations were located on the bridge, inside the conning tower and in the control room. There was a retractable steering wheel at the very back (aft) of the boat that could be used in emergencies. 
I had no idea there was such a thing as Blechkoller, the so-called “tin can disease,” a type of hysteria and irrational behavior triggered by boredom and overcrowding during extended confinement in U-boats. It makes sense, however. And, I took full advantage of it.
16. You adapted this novel from a screenplay. What challenges did you face during that process?
A screenplay is more like a haiku. It only contains what the viewer can see and hear. There is no interior monologue, no insight to behaviors, no background information. That meant I had to flesh out the characters and their back-stories. I also had to go into great detail about the operations of the ship and the U-boat and the duties of their crews. Each location had to be described not just by sight and sound but with smell and feelings and history. 
17. After you adapted the novel, did you decide that there were parts of the screenplay itself that you wanted to change?
The screenplay had no background on Brauer, the U-boat commander, and not as much detail on all the crews and locations. Plus, there were several new plot twists in the novel that would have to be added to the screenplay.
18. Who would be your dream actor for the role of Captain Jake Rogers?
A great actor to play Rogers would be Richard Madden, who was Robb Stark in Game of Thrones and starred in Bodyguard on Netflix. Also, I could see Chris Pine, Captain Kirk in Star Trek, as Rogers. Zack Efron might make a good Captain Rogers too (even though he got my daughter Allison’s character pregnant in 17 Again.)
19. The book definitely ends on an open note. 
Yes. That’s why I wrote the sequel, Rescue Run. But no spoilers.
20. What do you hope readers take away from The Peggy C?
I hope they are entertained, inspired, and appalled at the face of pure evil. And I hope they want more.
21. If you could give your younger self one piece of writing advice, what would it be?
Start writing that novel NOW. You can do it.


Some Tricks of My New Trade
By John Winn Miller
The legendary American sportscaster and writer Red Barber once said, “Writing is easy. Just sit down and open a vein.” As I and any other historical fiction writer can tell you, that is an understatement.
Not only do we have to write an engaging story with lots of action, suspense, and romance, but we have the added burden of hundreds, if not thousands, of eagle-eyed readers scouring our work like homicide detectives for the slightest anachronism or historical inaccuracy. The only defense against being embarrassed is a sometimes-maddening chase down one rabbit hole after another in pursuit of an elusive detail, otherwise known as research. 
I’ve written three World War II-era novels–one published, one sold, and one in progress–and while I’ve come to enjoy the research, I’ve had to learn some tricks to keep track of that mountain of information. I was determined to be specific and historically accurate about everything from what people ate to what brand of watch they wore to how they treated diseases and even to how sailors steered a U-boat.
I had to answer all those questions and many more to write my debut novel, “The Hunt for the Peggy C,” about an American fugitive who struggles to rescue a Jewish family on his rusty cargo ship, outraging his mutinous crew of misfits and provoking a hair-raising pursuit by an unstable Nazi U-boat captain bent on revenge. 
Of course, it would have been much easier to write if I had chosen a subject I knew anything about. But I didn’t pick it; it picked me after I watched a terrible movie with my wife and daughter years ago. I kept telling them I could write a better screenplay. That night, I had a dream. When I awoke, I knew the first and last scenes and the name of the ship, the Peggy C. Now, all I had to do was figure out how to fill in the cavernous gaps in my knowledge; I had never been on a tramp steamer or a U-boat, and I knew next to nothing about the sea. 
But where to begin? 
Fortunately, we live in an age of easy access to eBooks and subscription services like Scribd and Kindle Unlimited. So, I bought or borrowed every book (and documents on Scribd) that seemed relevant and then searched their bibliographies for other books, articles, documentaries, and academic studies that might be useful. 
That was the easy part. Next, I had to read everything and take notes. Of course, I didn’t read every page of every book. Instead, I often used keyword searches and indexes to save time. I could easily highlight interesting items on my Kindle and either email them in a batch to myself or use a trick I learned about accessing them on my laptop by visiting (https://read.amazon.com/kp/notebook) and signing into my account.
For hardcover books, I highlighted interesting passages. But then I had the hardest time remembering where they were until I started marking the pages with sticky notes with keywords.
Nonetheless, it was sometimes difficult to keep track of all that information. Often when writing a scene, I’d have to review page after page of notes to find just the right detail. Eventually, I learned to create separate documents for notes on such subjects as tramp steamers, or U-boat history and techniques, life in Nazi-occupied Holland, Jewish traditions, etc. I also did short biographies of each major character so I could weave in bits and pieces of background and be consistent.
The internet proved essential because I wrote my first novel while shut in during Covid and couldn’t travel to U-boat museums or specific locations. Going online allowed me to watch documentaries and training films, read diaries and blogs maintained by historical societies, and visit Holocaust museum sites in America and Holland or war history sites like cyroptomuseum.com and warhistoryonline.com. I also listened to oral histories at the Imperial War Museums, search original documents at Britain’s National Archives, and read articles at such scholarly sites as JSTOR.org and PDXScholar.library.pdx.edu. In addition, I watched a slew of videos on YouTube.com showing U-boats in action, storms at sea, and life at a Nazi transit camp for Jews in Holland. Fortunately for me, there are several amazingly detailed websites about U-boats, such as Uboat.net and Uboatarchive.net.
One important trick I learned to do while writing was to footnote everything so my editors and I could double-check my work. In Word documents, click on “References” in the toolbar and then “Insert Footnote” and paste in the URL for your source. Or, click on “Citations” and add books, documentaries, websites, and journal articles.
And, yes, I used Wikipedia–extensively. But I was careful to use it more as a link to authoritative references rather than a primary source. 
Another great help was Google Maps. I used it to calculate distances and to plot accurate paths for my characters to travel with the names of actual streets and buildings along the way. Using Street View, I could walk along with them and describe the street scenes. Again, I insisted on using small details and reporting with all five senses for authenticity and atmosphere. 
Here’s just how obsessed I could be. The moon played a vital role in submarine warfare; U-boats preferred to surface in the dark but hunted best when submerged under a full moon. So, I consulted uboatarchive.net, which had translated hundreds of U-boats captains’ war diaries to get the exact moon phase for each day of the 3,000-mile sea chase in my first novel. Most readers won’t even notice; those who do will appreciate the attention to detail. The same is true for diseases because their diagnosis and treatment have changed dramatically over time. That’s where writers’ groups like the Historical Novel Society can help. It has an Online Historical Medical Resources website.
Here's another trick: don’t forget the kindness of strangers. I was constantly surprised by the generosity of historians and other writers who answered my pesky questions. For instance, I was desperate to learn what women’s shoes were made of in Nazi-occupied France because leather was reserved for the military. One fashion writer I contacted actually did research in another person’s outrageously expensive book, took pictures of the relevant passages, and emailed them to me. (Turns out, the shoes were made of every kind of material and an artificial leather known as Synderme, made from ground leather scraps mixed with a binding agent.
Something I did not do, was watch movies about the war. Too many got the facts wrong or used modern dialogue. For instance, a U-boat captain never yells “fire” to shoot off torpedoes because that would cause panic among the crew about the ship being ablaze. Instead, he would say “torpedoes los” (torpedoes away). The one possible exception to my avoiding movies was “Das Boot.” I had watched it years ago but didn’t revisit it as I was writing because I was afraid I might subconsciously steal some scenes.
Although doing all this research can be tedious, it is immensely rewarding when the surprises start popping up. I was constantly delighted to find myself thinking: “What? I had no idea about that.” Weaving those obscure facts into a story is like adding a secret sauce to delight readers who love to learn something stranger than fiction while being entertained. In my case, I discovered that Hitler had pirates; a secret American-made fuel helped the RAF win the Battle of Britain by making its planes faster than the Germans’; electric buttons drive U-boats for directions and depth, and the only steering wheel onboard is reserved for emergencies.
Finally, don’t be afraid to ask or pay for help. I used reedsy.com to find editors and hire a former submarine officer and novelist to double-check my nautical descriptions. He was a lifesaver. Who knew that you shouldn’t whistle on ships or that “aye” and “aye, aye” are not interchangeable? I even had a professor friend connect me to a Ph.D. student in the War Studies Department at King’s College London to double-check my historical references.
Despite all my research, one mystery remains, one I hope someone can help me solve: whatever happened to Lieutenant Colonel Claude Dansey, the controversial second-in-command of Britain’s Secret Intelligence Service (MI6) during the war? Some said he was a master spy who could be charming and called him “Uncle Claude; just as many, if not more, called him nasty, corrupt, abusive, and “the sort of man who gives spying a bad name.” I have contacted every living biographer, historian, and agents’ relatives who’ve written books mentioning him. I even email SIS directly. But no one could help me. In “Colonel Z” by Anthony Read and David Fisher, Dansey appeared to have a pleasant retirement after the war. But in “Spies,” Ernest Volkman writes that Dansey was moved into a meaningless job sometime in 1944 and was pressured to resign because of ill health. He left without a pension or word of thanks and died of heart disease in 1947.
So, if anyone knows the real story, please email me at jwm77uk@gmail.com, and I’ll happily send you an autographed copy of my novel. (Yes, this is another type of research. It's called begging.)


20 Media-Friendly Questions Based on the Key Topics from Rescue Run
1. What was the role of naval operations in World War II, and how does Rescue Run reflect the realities of naval warfare?
2. Can you explain the significance of Merchant Mariners during WWII and how they contributed to the Allied war effort?
3. How did Nazi occupation shape life in Europe, particularly in countries like Holland, and how is this depicted in Rescue Run?
4. What were Liberty ships, and why were they so vital to the Allies' success during the war?
5. How did underground resistance movements in Nazi-occupied Europe operate, and what role does espionage play in your novel?
6. Could you discuss the psychological tactics employed by Nazi Germany, particularly in concentration camps, as mentioned in Rescue Run?
7. Your novel involves intense maritime adventures. What were the greatest perils faced by sailors during WWII?
8. You’ve incorporated real WWII figures into Rescue Run. Who are they, and why are their stories so significant?
9. How did German U-boats become such a formidable threat during WWII, and how did the Allies counter their attacks?
10. Ireland remained neutral during WWII, yet plays a key role in your novel. What challenges did this neutrality pose during the war?
11. The Holocaust plays an important backdrop in Rescue Run. Can you tell us about the Jewish experience under Nazi rule and the rescue efforts?
12. Liberty ships were essential to the war effort, but what made them unique in terms of construction and strategy?
13. How did Allied forces and resistance fighters use disguises and false identities to outsmart the Nazis, as seen in Rescue Run?
14. Gun-running in WWII was a highly dangerous business. How did smugglers and resistance fighters manage to get weapons into occupied territories?
15. Double agents and informants were a constant threat during WWII. How did they impact the resistance movements, and how does this tension play out in your novel?
16. One of the most menacing figures in Rescue Run is a bounty hunter working for the Nazis. How common were these Nazi collaborators during the war?
17. Surviving in Nazi-occupied Europe was incredibly difficult. What strategies did people use to escape capture or survive under these harsh conditions?
18. How did you balance historical authenticity with fiction in Rescue Run, especially when writing about real events and characters?
19. Wartime presents many moral dilemmas. How do your characters in Rescue Run grapple with the ethics of war, particularly in terms of sacrifice and betrayal?
20. How did World War II influence modern espionage tactics and military strategies, and what parallels can we draw from that today?


20 Historical Topics the Author Can Speak About with Authority
1. World War II Naval Operations – Insight into the naval warfare strategies, including the use of Liberty ships, U-boats, and corvettes.
2. The Role of Merchant Mariners in WWII – The contributions of Merchant Mariners and their collaboration with military forces during the war.
3. The Nazi Occupation of Europe – Understanding life and resistance under Nazi rule, particularly in occupied Holland.
4. The Technology of WWII Naval Vessels – How ships like the Liberty ships and "plastic armor" corvettes were constructed and their role in the war.
5. Espionage and Resistance Movements – The intricate spycraft and underground resistance efforts against the Nazis in occupied Europe.
6. Psychological Operations of Nazi Germany – Analyzing Nazi psychological tactics, such as those employed in concentration camps to control prisoners​(PRESS KIT 091324).
7. WWII Maritime Adventures – The treacherous experiences of seafaring during WWII, including battles, shipwrecks, and survival.
8. Historical Heroes and Characters – Real-life WWII figures incorporated into Rescue Run and their importance in history​(RESCUE RUN Interior 100…).
9. U-Boat Warfare – Detailed accounts of German U-boat tactics and the Allied response in the Atlantic.
10. The Role of Neutral Ireland During WWII – Ireland’s position in WWII and its complicated relationship with the warring nations.
11. The Jewish Experience in Nazi-Occupied Europe – The plight of Jews during the Holocaust, with a focus on rescue efforts and survival​(PRESS KIT 091324)​(RESCUE RUN Interior 100…).
12. The Construction and Strategic Use of Liberty Ships – The mass production of Liberty ships and their vital role in sustaining the Allied war effort​(RESCUE RUN Interior 100…).
13. The Use of Disguises and Fake Identities in War – The tactics used by the Allied forces and resistance fighters to deceive the Nazis and evade capture​(PRESS KIT 091324).
14. The Perils of Gun-Running in WWII – The risks and logistics involved in smuggling weapons to resistance fighters in occupied territories.
15. Double Agents and Betrayal in WWII – The constant danger posed by informants and double agents within the resistance networks​(PRESS KIT 091324).
16. WWII Bounty Hunters and Nazi Collaborators – The role of individuals working for the Nazis to hunt down resistance fighters and Jewish escapees​(PRESS KIT 091324).
17. Surviving in Nazi-Occupied Europe – The various methods used by people to survive the brutal conditions imposed by Nazi rule​(PRESS KIT 091324).
18. Historical Authenticity in Fiction – The blending of fact and fiction in Rescue Run, particularly the use of historical events and figures​(PRESS KIT 091324).
19. The Ethics of War – Exploring the moral dilemmas faced by individuals during wartime, such as sacrifice, betrayal, and survival​(PRESS KIT 091324)​(RESCUE RUN Interior 100…).
20. The Influence of WWII on Modern Espionage and Military Tactics – How WWII shaped the modern understanding of spycraft, military operations, and international relations.
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CHAPTER 1

he torpedo shot out of the darkness through a raging sea and slammed

into the steel hull amidships with the ominous clank of a death knell.

At the awful sound and the steel hull’s violent shudder, Capt.

Jake Rogers bolted to the three small windows at the front of the wheelhouse

of his newly minted American Liberty ship, the 7,100-ton SS Charles C.

Walcutt, but couldn’t see any flames or smoke. Swirling fog banks and tor-

rential rain driven by gale-force winds shrouded the heaving North Atlantic,
making it difficult to see any of the other 40-0dd ships in the convoy.

“Helm, hard left!” Rogers yelled, his windburned face and hazel eyes
impassive, his tall, gaunt frame rock steady, projecting a calmness for the
benefit of his men that he did not feel.

“Hard left. Aye, Captain,” said the young helmsman at the small wooden
wheel in front of him.

Rogers slammed the General Alarm on the aft wall, setting off a loud
bell, signaling the forty Merchant Marines and twenty-eight US Navy Armed
Guards to man their stations. He lifted the sound-powered Hose-McCann
telephone receiver on the wall, set it for Number One, the engine room, and
cranked the handle. “Chief, what’s the status?”

“No serious damage to the engine room, Captain. A few gauges broke,
and asbestos flakes came down. We’re checking the hull. Bosun’s sending
men to the holds.”

“So, did we hit something, or did something hit us?” Rogers asked. Out
of the corner of his eye, through the front windows, he glimpsed another ship
ahead. “Helm, hard right,” he shouted.

“Hard right. Aye, Captain,” the helmsman said, spinning the wheel just in
time to avoid the approaching ship. Another deafening bang rattled the ship as
it slammed down from the crest of a thirty-foot wave.

“Report to me as soon as you know anything,” Rogers said, slamming
down the phone.
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First Mate Ali Nidal rushed in from the starboard door, shaking the rain
off his sou’wester hat and oilskin raincoat. “It does not appear to have been a
torpedo, Captain,” Nidal said, his swarthy, pockmarked visage grim as usual.

“A dud?” Rogers asked. German torpedoes sometimes failed because
they struck at the wrong angle.

Stroking his black goatee, Nidal shook his head. “T do not believe so. If it
was, we should have been struck by other torpedoes by now. Must be some-
thing else,” said the Tunisian, one of the few men aboard with whom Rogers
had sailed before and trusted completely. They had barely survived their last
voyage together on the ancient tramp steamer the Peggy C, one-third the size
of their current ship.

Steel scraping across steel caused a dreadful shrick—something that
meant serious trouble. “Take the watch. Keep the men at their stations until I
find out what’s going on,” Rogers said, pointing at Nidal with a crooked right
arm that he couldn’t straighten out all the way. Gunfire from a German Armed
Raider had shattered it during a surprise attack on the Peggy C. “And continue
evasive action.” He threw on his rain gear, including rubber boots and gloves,
grabbed a large flashlight, and ducked out into the driving rain, slipping in his
haste down the ladder almost to the main deck three stories below. He leaned
over the starboard bulwark and searched the hull with short flashlight bursts.
Trying to avoid detection by any nearby U-boat, he inched his way toward the
stern. Relentless waves rammed him back against the main deckhouse.

To continue his inspection, Rogers had to tug his way along the bulwark,
head down and leaning at almost a forty-five-degree angle against the wind.
He anchored his feet from one metal stanchion on the side to another like
rungs on a ladder.

“Come see this, Captain,” a voice called out behind him. The nearby
sailor clicked a flashlight on and off his face in a short burst so Rogers could
see he was the ship’s bosun. Able Seaman Thomas Vimont, who oversaw the
deck crew, was one of the older crew members, having “come up through the
hawse pipes,” what sailors said of someone who had risen in the ranks without
much formal education.

Vimont led Rogers forward toward the bow and pointed his flashlight
down from where the superstructure met the hatch for Hold Number Three.
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In front of them was a horrifying sight: a long, jagged tear stretched up the
hull where two prefabricated sections of the Liberty ship had been welded
together. The tear seemed to grow with each bounce of the ship on the turbu-
lent waters. The bosun clicked off the flashlight.

“Station two men here to monitor the damage!” Rogers shouted over the
howling wind. “Have one of them run up to the wheelhouse every five minutes
and report to me. Send two others down below to check inside Hold Number
Three and report back to me in the wheelhouse on the phone. Is that clear?”

“Aye, aye, Captain,” Vimont said.

“And tell Chief to organize a damage control team with Chips to see if
we can do anything to patch it up from inside!” Rogers yelled, using the nick-
name for the ship’s carpenter.

The bosun motioned over an immense black sailor named Obasi, who
always hovered about whenever the captain was on deck or in dangerous situ-
ations. Rogers smiled at his old friend before running to the officers’ mess.
There, Chief Steward Cookie, another old friend and cook from the Peggy C,
and the other stewards had laid out bandages, yellow sulfa powder, and other
medical supplies on tables in preparation for treating the wounded. “All set,
Cap’n,” said the portly Brit. With molted jowls and thin white tufts of hair on
his bald head, he was easy to spot.

Rogers saluted and struggled back up the ladder to the wheelhouse. “She’s
coming apart, Mr. Nidal,” Rogers said, brushing back his wavy brown hair as
rain streamed off him.

“How is that possible?” Nidal asked. “Were we hit?”

“I have no idea. Didn’t look like damage from a torpedo. But sections are
splitting apart. Bosun and the Chief are checking it out,” Rogers said, scan-
ning the ocean through the windows with large binoculars. Visibility was less
than the length of a football field. “Helmsman, hard right. All ahead slow.”

“Hard right. All ahead slow. Aye, aye, Captain.”

“We will lose the convoy,” Nidal said.

“No choice,” Rogers said. “We have to slow down and get out of the
way.” U-boats were always lurking about, waiting for a lame duck like his
ship to fall behind and become easy prey. It was a terrible dilemma. But
Rogers couldn’t risk endangering the other ships in the east-bound convoy.

13
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HX-229 ships were trying to maintain a rectangular formation with five col-
umns 1,000 yards apart and 600 yards from the stern of one ship to the bow
of the trailing vessel.

It didn’t take Rogers long to do the math. The convoy was moving at
seven knots, the slowest ship’s speed in rough seas. If his ship slowed down
to even three knots to do repairs, it would take less than five minutes for the
trailing ship to ram his ship. With the Charles C. Walcutt blacked-out except
for a low-voltage, shielded blue light on its stern—a light that couldn’t be
seen in such low visibility in time to prevent a disaster—she would be all
but invisible. And that assumed the ships could maintain any semblance of a
convoy formation in the violent seas. That near-impossibility made the situa-
tion even more dangerous and unpredictable.

They were on their own. No rescue ships were assigned to this convoy.
And it was too dark to get protection from covering aircraft, even if the
convoy wasn’t in the dreaded “Black Pit.” The 300-mile-wide gap from east
to west in the middle of the North Atlantic was out of range for almost all
land-based planes from either America or England. It was a hell of a way for
Rogers to celebrate his forticth birthday, an hour away on St. Patrick’s Day,
1943.

A burst of light flooded the wheelhouse before the sound caught up,
rattling the windows and sending shock waves through the ship. Tentacles
of yellow and orange flames ripped through the sky. A second blast followed
within seconds. Given the proximity, Rogers guessed it was the Norwegian
motor ship Elin K, carrying a load of manganese, an essential ingredient for
stainless steel used to make helmets and other military equipment.

“Those were definitely torpedoes,” Rogers said. But he could do nothing
about it as his ship fell farther behind its assigned position in the convoy.

He could only hope any survivors would be picked up by one of the four
destroyers in their escort or by the lone corvette, a lightly armed warship
smaller than a destroyer that could match the speed and range of U-boats.

At the whining squeal of the sound-powered phone, Rogers hustled to
the back of the wheelhouse to answer it. “Chief here, Captain. We’ve got a
real problem. Hold Number Three is flooded, and we can’t get to the crack
for repairs. We’ll have to try to weld it from the outside.”
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“Using a blow torch would attract every U-boat for miles, even if we
could get someone safely over the side in this weather,” Rogers said. “Can
you pump out the hold enough to lower a welder inside?”

“Possibly. But we’d have to come to almost a full stop.” A full stop
would kill any hope of catching up with the convoy, even at his ship’s top
speed of 11.5 knots, which wasn’t possible anyway. She was loaded down
with 8,000 tons of steel, cotton, and food and had a deck crammed with
aircraft, tractors, and trucks.

The proud stevedores in New York had bragged that the Charles C.
Walcutt was “full and down,” meaning they had accomplished the rare feat of
filling all her cargo space so that she was loaded down to her white-painted
Plimsoll lines, marking how low the hull was in the water. That wasn’t true.
The Plimsoll line was below the waterline, and his ship was clearly over-
loaded. Tt didn’t matter for Rogers’ ship. It was wartime, and being beyond
capacity was a necessity, even if it meant his ship was slower and more
unwieldy than usual.

“Helm, all ahead slow,” Rogers said.

“All ahead slow. Aye, Captain,” the helmsman said, pulling the handle
to his right back and forth on the brass engine order telegraph, which was
connected to the engine room’s telegraph by a chain. He halted the arrow on
“ahead slow,” which the engine room acknowledged by repeating the steps
with a loud clanging of the telegraph’s bell.

“Chief,” Rogers said into the telephone, “you’ve got less than five hours
until sunrise to make repairs. After that, we’ve got to make a run for Liverpool
as best we can.”

“Aye, aye, Captain.”

“And send someone to find Bosun and tell him to deploy the torpedo
nets.” The nets were interlocking steel rings attached to cargo booms lowered
to ninety degrees port and starboard. They only protected about three-quarters
of the hulls, but that was better than nothing.

Rogers returned to the windows and searched the turbulent sea with his
binoculars. In the distance, a cargo ship passed through the fog to his port, its
blue taillight fading like a dying ember. The passing of what sailors called the
“coffin corner”—the last ship on the starboard column of a convoy—meant
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they were now utterly alone and at the mercy of luck and the weather.

Urgent ship alarms wailed in the distance. Rapid explosions shot flames
and billowing smoke sky high, illuminating dreaded silhouettes: conical
towers atop low-slung hulls of U-boats. The German subs blasted away with
their 8.8cm deck guns and launched torpedoes as they wove in and out of the
columns like steel sharks in a savage frenzy among lumbering whales. More
torpedoes found their mark, turning the whole area into a horrible scene of
shooting flames and burning metal.

Rogers pivoted to US Navy Ensign Johnny Mitchell standing at his battle
station in the wheelhouse. “We have reduced speed,” Rogers said. “So, I'd
advise you to hold your fire unless you’re 100 percent certain you see a target.”

“That is my decision, sir,” Mitchell said. Rogers had no authority over
the Armed Guards, and relations were not always the best between the naval
personnel and the unionized Merchant Marines, who were employed by pri-
vate companies and paid higher salaries, including combat bonuses, than the
Navy. The Armed Guards, most of whom had never been to sea before, were
bitter about being the “Navy’s stepchildren” and often derided by sailors as
“fish food” on suicide missions.

“Of course, Ensign,” said Rogers, who always went out of his way to be
deferential to the sensitive young officer. “But if you open fire while we can’t
maneuver, you’ll be sending a signal flare to all the U-boats to come pick off
an easy trophy. Better to let them keep moving away with the convoy.”

There was a long pause. “OK, Captain. I understand. We’ll keep our
powder dry as long as we can.”

“Thanks. And you should know that we have developed a serious crack
in the starboard hull amidships. If it gets worse, I’ll recommend you pull your
men on the bow back to the stern.”

“Aye, aye, Captain.” Using his helmet phone, Mitchell told the chief gun-
ner’s mate in the stern gun tub, who commanded the ship’s primary weapon—
a 4-inch 50-caliber gun that required at least seven men to operate—to hold
his fire. He repeated the commands to crews manning the 3-inch 50-caliber
gun in the bow, the 20mm Oerlikon anti-aircraft machine guns on the four
corners of the main deckhouse, and the two 20mm Oerlikon guns atop the
poop deck at the stern.
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They all huddled in the driving rain in their semi-circular gun tubs made
of “plastic armor,” a made-up name to confuse the Germans. It was actually a
thin steel plate covered with a layer of stones mixed with asphalt that would
deflect bullets and not shatter as concrete barriers would.

Although there were many weapons on the Charles C. Walcutt, they were
primarily defensive. In the event of an enemy attack, the recommended course
of action was to flee and use the stern gun for cover. That was another source
of bitterness among the Armed Guards. They had joined the Navy to attack
the enemy, not run away, a frustration reflected in a derisive sign at one train-
ing center: “Ready—Aim—Abandon Ship!”

A speeding British corvette hurtled past Rogers’ ship, churning up a foamy
wake as it chased the U-boats into the flaming convoy, its spotlight swirl-
ing around. As it roared away, the corvette launched a flurry of barrel-shaped
depth charges over both sides of the ship. They exploded with bone-jarring
thumps in rapid succession, triggering geysers of water and sound waves that
rocked the Charles C. Walcutt.

Long-tailed snowflake flares, tracer bullets, and bursts of star shells lit
up the sky over another exploding cargo ship. Rogers never understood the
use of flares because, in his opinion, they simply made the Allied ships easier
targets. He couldn’t be sure what ship had been attacked because Liberty
ships painted over their names after launching so the Germans couldn’t track
them. But based on its position in the convoy, it appeared to be the SS James
Oglethorpe. 1t, too, was on its maiden Atlantic crossing, aflame and listing to
its starboard. .

Desperate sailors scrambled over the decks, some fighting to lower two
lifeboats. One boat flipped over when someone prematurely cut the fall—the
rope and blocks used to lower the boats from davits—and dumped more than
a dozen men into the icy sea. Death for them was mere minutes away.

Rogers let out a silent curse as he lowered his binoculars, unable to watch
any longer. He had repeatedly drilled everyone on his ship to lower the life-
boats slowly and safely. Now, there was nothing he could do to help as the
wounded ship circled out of control to port.

One of the rain-drenched sailors who had been monitoring the crack in the
hull darted in the starboard door. “Come quick, Captain! You gotta see this!”

ity
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Rogers followed the sailor down the ladders to another sailor, holding a
large flashlight. He handed it to the captain with a shaking hand. When Rogers
pointed the flashlight down onto the hull, a chill shot up and down his spine.

The crack was still growing.
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